
  

  

WELCOME BACK! 
Ten years ago the Welcome, a J W Lees pub in Ordsall Lane, Salford, 
was demolished under a CPO to make way for a much-needed brick-strewn 
croft which can still be seen today next to the Bricklayers Arms. The 
Welcome was a homely two-roomed traditional pub — Lees' last in 
Salford - and the tenants Alan and Iris Johnson helped maintain the 
friendly atmosphere. When the Welcome was demolished Alan and Iris 
managed to obtain the tenancy of the Ordsall, a Wilsons pub across the 
road. They moved to the Black Boy in Eccles a couple of years ago, 
another Wilsons pub recently acquired by Banks's, 

Since losing the Welcome, Lees have re-established their foothold in 
Salford by buying the Jollies on Oldfield Road. They have now bought 

“the Chequerboard, another 
Wilsons pub in deepest 
Ordsall, only a hundred 
yards From the old 
Welcome. Alan and Eris 
are to come back to their 
native Ordsall to run the 
Welcome, as the Chequer- 
board is now to be known. 

sy) The pub has been boarded 
Fup for some time and, 
because the last night 
was a bit rowdy, is not 
expected to open until 
early July after much- 

aineeded repairs and re-  



decoration. Under normal circumstances the tenancy of an Ordsall pub 

wouldn't be the sort of thing you'd wish on anyone, but Alan and Iris 

are Ordsall people, experienced in the trade, and we wish them every 

success in this new venture. 
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INDEPENDENTS’ DAY - 4tH JULY 

Once again CAMRA is celebrating the continued existence of the in- 

dependent brewers, the smaller regional and local brewers which 

provide, generally speaking, better beer at keener prices in better 

pubs than the Big Seven. Despite the best efforts of the big brewers 
and one or two forays by the not-so-big, there are still lots of pubs 

in Manchester serving beer from the remaining independents. A tour of 

a number of central Manchester outlets will take place on 4th July... 

7.00pm OLD GARRATT, Boddingtons, Princess Street 

7.30pm BULLS HEAD, Burtonwood, London Road 

7.50pm COACH & HORSES, free: Burtonwood, Taylors, Boddingtons, 

8.20pm JOLLY ANGLER, Hydes, Ducie Street London stead 
8.40pm WHITE HOUSE, free: Banks's, Taylors, Holts. Great Ancoats St 

9.10pm CASTLE, Robinsons, Oldham Street 

9.30pm GULLIVERS, Lees. Oldham Street 

10.00pm BEER HOUSE, free: Holts, Hydes. Rochdale Road 

10.30pm HARP & SHAMROCK, Marstons, New Mount Street 
  

Nine different independent brewers in nine pubs. Come along. 
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WHAT'S DOING is edited by Neil Richardson, 375 Chorley Road, 
Swinton, Manchester M27 2AY. News, articles, letters, moans, 
etc, must arrive by the 20th of the month for incluston in the 
next month's issue. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Send cheque/PO for £1.90, together with your 
name and address, to Roger Hall, 123 Hill Lane, Blackley, 
Manchester, for 6 issues. Cheques made out to "What's Doing". 

BACK NUMBERS: 10p per copy. Send stamped, addressed envelope 
to Roger Hall, address above, 

To Join CAMRA send £9 to Membership, CAMRA, 34 Alma Road, 
St Albans, Herts AL1 3BW. 

WHAT'S DOING ADVERTISING: Enquiries to the editor, address 
above. Full page £25, 7 page £20, 4 page £15, + page £7.50. 
Discount on bookings for 6 months or longer.      



WONDERFUL _WATERING-HOLES 

FROM WIGAN TO WYTHENSHAWE 

The new traditional pub guide, "Vintage Pubs and Real Ale in the 
Manchester Area", is now available, price £2.50, from good bookshops 
or CAMRA members. It is not like previous CAMRA guides. This one is 
beer and pub orientated. It is glossy, with many illustrations and a 
full and objective description of each pub. It is for people who 
appreciate good old traditional British pubs and want to seek them out 
in the Greater Manchester area. 

  

There are 150 pubs altogether, ranging from the moorland inn to the 
unspoilt street corner local to the urban Victorian beer palace. All 
these pubs can be classed as "traditional"; pubs which have not been 
interfered with too much, with separate rooms or definable drinking 
areas and serving all sections of the community. 

The , choice of pubs is based on re- 

commendations from the seven CAMRA 

branches in the area. We had to draw 
the line at 150 so if your favourite 

pub is not included it is no reflect- 

ion on the pub. It could be that it 

does not quite conform to the 

particular guidelines which were 

applied in the selection process. 

The geographical distribution is 

fairly predictable: 

Manchester Metropolitan area 34 

Oldham area 22 Tameside area 11 

Stockport area 17 Trafford area 9 

Salford area 15 Wigan area 9 
Bury area 14 Bolton area 7 

B Rochdale area 12 

  

The number of traditional pubs in each district is more or less in 
line with the number of real ale pubs. Manchester has the highest 
population and the greatest number of real ale pubs. Oldham has three 
times as many real ale pubs as Trafford. The exceptions are Bury, 
which has a good endowment of traditional pubs for its size, and Wigan 
and Bolton, where large redevelopment schemes have taken their toll of 
many good pubs. Clusters occur in Manchester city centre (11), Stock- 
port (9), Oldham (7), Eccles (7), Rochdale (6), Salford (5), Blackley 
(5) and Prestwich.



Qut of the 150 pubs, my personal favourites are: Holt Arms, Billinge; 

Stalybridge Station Buffet; Arden Arms, Stockport, and the King 

William, Boothstown (unless current alterations have spoilt it). What 

ane yours? Peter Barnes 

If you have any trouble obtaining a copy, please send £2.50 plus 24p 

stamp to: 

Graham Mason, 760 Rochdale Road, Royton, Oldham OL2 6XG 

If you require more than one copy, ring Graham on 228 6171 x2510 
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HOLTS CORNER 

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, Holts are virtually to rebuild 

the Junction, Cheadle Hulme, but they may stop short of knocking the 

old pub down completely. Most, if not all, of the glass and woodwork 

will be re-used in the new Junction. There are plans for a restaurant 

at the rear (Joe's Table?) 

To clear up any misunderstanding about the future of the Melville, 

Stretford (WD last month), this is what is happening. Barrie and Sue 

Manning are leaving the Grafton (Chorlton-on-Medlock) and taking over 
at the Melville on 3rd August. As there is an excellent private room 

upstairs (Holts! AGMs are held there), it may be possible to have 

wedding receptions or birthday dos in the room, fire regulations 

permitting. One thing is certain, it will not be a "steakhouse". Under 

Barrie and Sue, food, in the form of hot and cold meals, will be 

available and the range will be extended at lunchtime. The Melville 

will continue to shift more ale than Henry Boddington has had hot 

dinners. 

When the Bridgewater and the Kings Arms, both in the Hollinwood area, 

are pulled down for the M66 motorway scheme, Holts hope to build "a 

really good 'un" to replace them. 

Holts bitter goes on sale at Yates's Wine Lodge, High Street, 

hester, f ist July - 1 in. Manchester, from ist July - a real ale gain Creare Revell 

(Stewart Revell is the new Brewery Liaison Officer for Holts. He can 

be contacted via 375 Chorley Road, Swinton, and will be pleased to 

answer queries about Holts and track down rumours. So if you hear that 

Holts want to turn your local into a Loadsafun sauna and chip shop, 

get in touch.) 
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JOSEPH HOLT AGM 
"Trade in the first quarter of 1988 showed an increase of approx— 

imately 2.8% and it is hoped that this will continue throughout the 

year. However, interest rates are falling and may make a considerable 

difference to our accounts in a full year." 

So wrote Peter Kershaw when preparing his Chairman's Statement on 28th 

April. Not many firms complain of falling interest rates. Joseph Holt 

ple do. Shareholders in Holts, arguably the favourite drink of Greater 

Manchester's ale artisans, are probably quite pleased with their 

company's performance. 

Between 1983 and 1987 turnover has risen 

from £8.7m to £11.5m, whilst in the same 

period profits have climbed from £2.4m to - 

£3.4m, with corresponding earnings per 

share of 44.34p and 73.96p giving dividends 

of llp per share for 1983 and now 20p per 

share for. 1987.     

  

      
      

     

ae 
Traditional 
Manchestet 
finest Ales 

This is achieved without mass media advert-— 

ising (or any other than point of sale 
advertising, for that matter) and by 

producing good products at acceptable 

prices. This philosophy must be anathema to the marketing department- 

led, lager-orientated organisations that control much of the British 

market. 

Traditionalists will have been disturbed to learn that Holts plan to 

incorporate a company-run restaurant in the Junction Hotel when it is 

refurbished later this year. Could this be the thin end of a very 

large wedge that may split the company from its traditional practices? 

We are assured (by Holts) that this is not the case. Indeed, Peter 

Kershaw, speaking at the AGM, said that the rebuilt Junction could be 

successful "If we get it right". One was left with the distinct 

impression that the company will look long and hard at the house 

before deciding future policy. 

Nevertheless, vigilance is called for. Boddingtons was once a much- 

loved local brewery. Where is it now? 

Few consumers would want Holts preserved unchanged and unchanging, or 

Forced into an ersatz traditionalism, as practised by some. However, 

Holts retains qualities which other brewers have lost (or shed) in 

chasing other, less worthy goals. 

Over the past twelve months beer sales have risen by 2.9% and lager by 

 



over 7%, giving a combined increase of just over 3%, showing that beer 

is still by far and away the company's volume product. 

The company plan to develop a green field site somewhere in North 

Manchester in 1989 (no other details were forthcoming). Watch all 

1 1 sites for developments! DuneanwRobente 
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WIGAN & DISTRICT Dave White 

If Leo King can spend half a page on handpumped beer ("King's Ale", WD 

June), then I'm sure I can be spared a few lines on that point-of-sale 

instrument, the pump-clip. Well, Tetley mild pump clips to be precise. 

In the Wigan area they seem to be dropping like flies. Several Tetley 

pubs sell handpumped mild, but only have clips for the bitter. Is this 

by accident or design? I've noticed the trend in pubs as far afield as 

Runcorn and Liverpool, but nearer home, the pubs include: 

STOCKS TAVERN, Alder Lane, Parbold: COMMERCIAL INN, Cale Lane, New 

Springs: BALL €& BOOT, Orchard Road, Wigan: LETTERS INN, Wigan Road, 

Atherton. ; 

Tetleys used to advertise their mild a few years ago, so if there is 

a problem with pump clips, let's hope someone at the brewery sorts it 

out before it gets worse. 

Other news now, and the new-look ROYAL, Castle Hill Road, Hindley, is 

a disappointment. The interior of the pub has improved, but the beers 

- Matthew Brown and Theakstons - remain keg. Hardly a stone's throw 

away over the "border'', the HARTCOMMON, Westhoughton, sells these 

beers in traditional form. Matty Brown's commitment to cask beer in 

the Wigan area is non-existent! 

Not too far away, the GOLDEN LION, Atherton Road, Hindley Green, is 

now adorned in Websters livery (a first in the area). The rest of the 

pub is unchanged, and on a recent visit, Websters Choice and Wilsons 

bitter were available on handpumps. 

Finally, the HALFWAY HOUSE, Ormskirk Road, Pemberton, has reopened 

after much-needed renovation. The pub has been vastly improved; 

handpumped bitter is 80p, the mild is keg. 
FOIA IIE ERATE I IIA H RAIS ERK IER IHL AERIS ISIE 

EQUINE MADNESS 

In Ardwick the ill-fated Circus (formerly the Devonshire) has been 

acquired by Midsummer Leisure and now rejoices under the name of the 

Crazy Horse. No doubt it was cheaper than Boddingtons.
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6 ANGEL STREET. 
off Rochdale Road 

N Tel. 061 832 1452 

Traditional ales from: 

THEAKSTONS, HOLTS 
LINFIT & MATTHEW BROWN 

  

Regular guest beers from throughout: 
the country 

Continental and Classic British Beers 

Thatcher's Scrumpy 

Home Cooked Food 

Opening hours: 
Mon-Sat: 11.30-3.00pm & 5.30-11.00pm 

Sun: 12.00-2.00pm & 7.00-10.30pm 
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GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL 2np-6TH AUGUST 
The CAMRA National Beer Festival has been held in Brighton for the 

last three years, but now it is Leeds! turn again. It is easier than 

you think to get to Leeds because a grand coach trip from Manchester 

is being organised for Saturday 6th August, involving as many coaches 

as it takes, depending on demand. 

  

a ce ' The provisional arrangements are 

By, it's grand to be back! for a 10.30am start, arriving at 

-CAMRA'S GREAT the Queens Hall, Leeds, at 12.00 

BRITISH BEER inal: ae : meee 

FESTIVAL IN in time for las uses/trains. 
There may be other pick-up points 

* LEEDS * (in Stockport and Oldham, for 

[QUEENS HALL | example) if necessary. The cost 
will be around £5. For further 

ON AUGUST 2"to 6''1988 = details please contact either: 

Oe eee ee The Beer House 061 832 1452 
Fine Selection of hot and cold food Queens Arms 061 834 4239 

at all times 

Live entertainment lunchtimes and evenings The 1988 Great British Beer Fest-— 

Sonne ival is hoping to attract 30,000 
Admission: people. It will feature 200 real 
£1.50 after 6.00 Free all other times. < 

Dersis ot g oup actus afd g ales and 1,000 gallons of real 

Mensa & cider and perry, plus draught and 
bottled beers from around the 

world. There will be live enter- 
tainment; sales of breweriana; real pub food and pub games. In other 

words, the usual beer festival formula but bigger and better. 

  

Northern CAMRA members are keen to make the 

festival as much of a success as the Brighton 

festivals have been over the last three years. So 

come on, Mancunians! Duty Calls. Every pint you 

sup will be helping to close the North-South 

divide. 

If you can't go on the Saturday, an alternative 

is the CAMRA North Manchester one-coach evening 

visit on Wednesday 3rd August. The cost is £3 and 

the picking-up points are: Farnworth (6.00pm), 
Swinton (6.10pm), Eccles (6.20pm) and Manchester 

(6.40pm), and arriving Leeds at 8.00pm. for 

further details of this trip contact Peter 

Barnes, 061 789 2323, before 24th July.    



Also, Wigan branch of CAMRA are organising a coach on Tuesday 2nd 

August; cost £5 including admission. Further details of this trip can 

be obtained from Brian Gleave 0942 876200 (daytime) 
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RAMSBOTTOM RAMBLE 

Ramsbottom, a newly-discovered real ale Mecca (well, maybe...), was 

the scene of a recent Rochdale, Oldham & Bury branch expedition. The 

original idea was to take a nostalgic trip on a steam train from Bury 

to Ramsbottom along the restored East Lancs Railway line. The only 

problem was that all trains up to lunchtime turned out to be diesel- 

hauled. Not quite the same, but never mind. 

  

Well, a few folks turned up and sampled some town centre watering 

holes - Good Samaritan (Wilsons), Bridge Street; Royal Oak (Thwaites), 

Bridge Street; Old Dun Horse (Thwaites), Bolton Street, and the 

Clarence (Whitbread), Bolton Street. The Clarence, which was only 

included as an afterthought, stunned everybody with the splendour of 

its interior, which makes the pub a real gem - several rooms, lots of 

old woodwork and glass and elaborate ceilings. The handpulled Flowers 

and Trophy went down OK, too. 

Sadly, Whitbread are about to "open up" the interior, which sounds 

very ominous. The Ramsbottom Heritage Society have made represent- 

ations to the brewery, expressing their cancern that the character of 

the pub may be destroyed forever, and have been assured that the 

alterations will be carried out in a sympathetic manner (hmmm...). 
According to the landlady, the work is due to start any day now, so 

it'll be interesting to see what happens, although I reckon the end 

result will be fairly predictable. Watch this space... 

Barbara Lee 
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MOORHOUSE'S PSH 
BREWERS OF REAL ALE | Pendle 

  

  
  

  

  

  

PI R(O.G.1036°} PENDLE W1] BREW (OG, 1050°) Witche § 
Silver Medel a Winner, Brewex 83 Believed Strongest Bitter Brewed in the North-West 

_ Both delivered weekly direct from brewery to cellar. Contact Max Taylor to place your order. Brew 

Tel: BURNLEY (0282) 22864 Se ihr     
 



BOLTON NEWS 

At the end of May Vaux reopened their only Bolton pub, Maxims on 

Bradshawgate, after an on/off refurbishment saga that has lasted the 

best part of two years. Claims from the landiord of a near-£1 million 

revamp were proved to be a little overstated. £185,000 was nearer the 

mark, but it seems to have been money well spent. 

Des Nogalski 

Brown, blue, cream and gold is the colour scheme and the staircase has 

been rebuilt as a central focal point leading to the upstairs disco. 

Two raised drinking areas flank the main entrance and the furnishings 

match the varnished wooden staircase. 

Beer-wise, it's not the four Vaux and four guests as had been 

suggested, but the list does include Vaux bitter and Samson, Darleys 

bitter and Wards bitter, with the occasional guest under the Vaux 

guest beer policy. 

Apparently there are no dress restrictions, although one be-denimed 

punter was told, on enquiring, that he would have to leave at 10.00pm 

(last orders at 12.00 Monday to Wednesday; 1.00am Thursday to 

Saturday). 

Speaking of dress restrictions, the Man & Scythe on Churchgate appears 

to have relaxed its ridiculous "no jeans and trainers" rule during the 

week, when, like most town centre pubs, it is nearly empty. The land- 

lord got very upset recently when the CAMRA magazine "Bolton Beer 

Break" published an article suggesting the pub was ceasing to be a 

public house thanks to this rule, and even considered calling in 

Messrs Sue Grabbit & Runne until common sense prevailed. 

Both Maxims and the Man & Scythe, along with the Swan Hotel and the 

Boars Head, are behind a scheme soon to be launched to entice people 

back to the town centre. The idea is that punters will be given a 

coupon with every purchase and when a certain number have been 

collected they will receive a free drink. The town centre has suffered 

greatly in recent years, partly due to the success of pubs on the out- 

skirts of Bolton and partly due to an upsurge in violence. A recent 

council survey shows that more violent crimes are committed in Bolton 

town centre than in any other part of the borough. What was even more 

surprising was that the figures for the town centre only took into 

account the period from 9.00pm to midnight on Friday and Saturday 

nights. 

Whitbread Trophy bitter is now the cask beer on sale at the Duke of 

Clarence, Bath Street. A welcome refurbishment is on the cards, which



should mean more cask beers. Cask Trophy is also on sale at the 

Cricketers Arms on Hibbert Street and the Farmers Arms on Derby 

Street. 

Yates's Wine Lodge on Bradshawgate is now selling hand pulled Boddies 

bitter. The Boars Head on Churchgate has lost its Greenalls Original 

bitter after almost five years. Hartleys XB is on sale at the Bridge 

Inn, Westhoughton, the House Without a Name, Harwood, and the Jolly 

Carter, Little Lever, until the end of July. 
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PLANNING NEWS 

Greenalls have applied for permission to alter and extend the Cottage 
Tavern, Mossley Road, Ashton. Carriages have submitted plans to change 
the use of the private squash club on Benny Lane in Droylsden to a 
pub, whilst retaining the squash courts. In Manchester D&A Leisure in 
association with BR propose to build a restaurant and bar next to 
Deansgate Railway Station, 

REAL ALE AT THE RED LION (AT A PRICE) 

The recently extended and refurbished Red Lion at Ellenbrook, Worsley, 
has at last gone over to traditional ale. On handpumps are: Jennings 
(87p a pint), Tetley bitter (86p) and Burton Bitter (just under £1 a 
pint). Tetleys Mild is also available. Most of the old part of the pub 
has been retained and a large barn-like extension has been added. A 
wide selection of food is available at lunchtime for around £2.25 a 
plateful. There is now a very large car park and another entrance at 
the rear of the pub. All this is no doubt for the benefit of the 
denizens of the new housing estates which are being built close by. 
Some houses are going for as little as £70,000. 

C) Gar ts eo   



COCK AU FIN 
The saga of the Cock in Worsley is virtually at an end. Boddingtons 

held a meeting in the "dining room" of the Cock, from which CAMRA 

members were barred. The plans were shown to a number of customers 

hand-picked by the new licensee. Following this, a 

meeting of the Cockfighters was convened at Walkden 

Labour Club where it was decided that Boddingtons 

might be willing to meet the demands of the action 

group and should be approached via the group's 

solicitor. As the new plans already created a 

separation of lounge from restaurant, which was not 

apparent in the original proposals, the points on 

which the Cockfighters wanted reassurance concerned 

the following aspects of the proposed "locals! 

room!; 

DONT GET YOU 

  

} Would it be the same size as the present vault? 

) Would it have its own entrance? 

) Would it have its own toilets? 

) Would it have windows? 

) Would people in working clothes or with dogs be allowed in? 

} Would there be games facilities? 

7) Would there be access to the terraces? 

The following day there was a prompt response from Boddingtons, agree- 

ing to most of the points. Windows were not possible but natural light 

would be admitted through a roof light. Separate toilets were not 

possible but direct access to the gents! toilets from the locals! 

room would be provided. There would not be direct access to the 

terraces but these would not be the sole 

preserve of the restaurant users. Access from 

the lounge to the locals! room would still be on 

an open plan basis because of new requirements 

for disabled access. 

A further meeting was held at the Labour Club to 

discuss these amendments and, not for the first 

time, there was some disagreement. Although most 

people felt that Boddingtons were on the run and 

that a united front might force further con- OCK.Ue 

cessions, two people were of the opinion that 

the fight had won major changes and that little more was either 

desirable or could be achieved, The meeting voted by a clear majority 

to fight the proposals at the magistrates! hearing on June 10th. 

  
By the time of this meeting, the licensee had persuaded one or two



regulars to speak in favour of the amended plans. The bench was faced 

with divided opinion as to whether people who used the pub were in 

favour of the changes and, no doubt in the light of this equivocation, 

granted permission for Boddingtons to proceed. However, they did make 

some important conditions with which the brewery had to comply: 

(1) The restaurant must only be used as such. 

(2) The character of the locals! room must not be altered without 

the prior consent of the licensing committee. 

(3) The price differential between the locals’ room and the lounge 

must remain for those products on which there is a price different- 

ial now. 

(4) Portable ramps must be provided for the disabled and consider- 

ation should be given to the incorporation of permanent ramps. 

Although Boddingtons have won permission for a large development 

which will alter the character of the Cock, the campaigners need not 

feel that they have lost. The proposals accepted by the magistrates 

are vastly different from the brewery's original plans. The fight 

has resulted in a major rethinking and the retention of much of what 

people feel is essential to a community pub. Whether it will be 

successful depends on the granting of planning permission and 

attention to detail during the alterations, should permission be 

granted. 
FEI HEHE II EEE HEHEHE EASE TORII IOI IORI IIE 

MUSIC AT THE RAILWAY 
  

The Railway, Church Street, Eccles, is providing traditional Irish 
music every Tuesday night, starting about 9.00pm. The beers available 

are Tetley mild, Tetley bitter, Jennings, Ind Coope Burton Ale and, on 
occasion, Walkers. 

SALFORD APPRENTICE 

Work continues at a new restaurant/pub development on the banks of the 
Irwell next to the old Adelphi House school. The building should be 
completed by the end of July and licensed in August. Real ale seems a 
distinct possibility. 

  

OPEN ALL HOURS 
This month sees a major change in licensing hours in England and 
Wales. From the end of July pubs will be allowed to remain open from 
11.00am to 11.00pm Monday-Saturday, with an extra hour on Sunday 
lunchtime. This takes us back to the pre-First World War position. 
Whilst welcoming the liberalisation of our archaic laws, you can't 
help feeling it is not going to make a lot of difference to most 
people who are at work all day.



_ NOW&THEN 
No.23 TICHBOURNE HOTEL 127 Heyside, Royton 
The old building below was the Tichbourne Hotel, demolished about 

1947, although it had ceased to be a pub over ten years earlier. The 
Tichbourne stood opposite Old Bent House (itself now gone), which was 
next doar but one to the present Bulls Head (Boddingtons}. Modern 
flats now stand on the site of the Tichbourne. 

by Rob Magee 

The earliest mention of this beerhouse is in the 1863 directory, 
although the building was much older. William Senior was the licensee, 

and for some reason his beerhouse was known as "Jack o'Bob's! William 
fell foul of the local magistrates in 1869, when he was fined twenty 

shillings for allowing gambling with cards. Heyside was then a small 

hamlet, but by 1890 it was beginning to be built up. Opposite was an 

area called Little Wood, still untouched save for a lane leading to 
Lower Fold and Heyside House, but higher up small streets like Hilton 
Street, Clegg Street and Little Hey Street had appeared, with Heywood 
Cricket Club behind. 

The Seniors were succeeded by James and Betty Bradley, then came 

Joseph Lee; after thirty years he handed over to Thomas Bradley in 

1921. By then the days of the Tichbourne were numbered; beer sales 
were falling. By 1930 the turnover comprised 120 barrels and 538 

 



bottles, dropping to 814 barrels and 425 bottles in 1932. In 1933 the 
authorities decided that the beerhouse was not required and it closed 

in 1934, 61 years after the Bradleys first took over. 
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ASHTON ALE 

The Gamecock, formerly the Globe Inn, on Old Street, Ashton, is now 

called the Witchwood. It's still a free house, selling such ales as 

Theakstons XB (92p), Old Peculier (£1.10), Bullion bitter (88p), 
Taylors Landlord (88p) and the reliable Holts (73p). There is also a 

selection of guest beers such as Butcombe bitter (90p), Old Mill (78p) 
and Miners Arms bitter (90p). 

RETIRING 

4 4 After some seventeen 

Lhe Whike Sway, Siwintoy years at Holts! White 

: in x Swan, Swinton, George 

HH iN ey and Ruby Fildes are re- 
TAN tiring in September. 

: The pub has been in the 

ai Good Beer Guide for 14 
years. At CAMRA's June 

meeting in the _ pub, 

George and Ruby were 

presented with an en- 

ca ree soont ee neets graved plaque bearing 

presented to George and Buby by the gratefi the design reproduced 

members of CHYAH Borth Manchester here. We wish them well 
for the future. 
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REAL OAK 

At a stroke all the Bass pubs in Swinton and Pendlebury now serve real 

ale. Following the recent conversion of the Red Lion at Noorside, Bass 

have completed alterations at their other outlet - the Royal Oak in 

Pendlebury - which now serves handpumped Stones, perhaps not the best 

beer in the world, but it's a start. 

WHAT'S DOING OUTLETS IN ROCHDALE AND BURY 
  

New outlets are: 

BURY AREA: Walmersley Arms, Walmersley Road, Bury. White Horse, Hall 

Street, Walshaw, Bury 

RAMSBOTTOM: P Lund, newsagent, Bolton Street, Ramsbottom 

WHITEFIELD: Coach & Horses, Bury Old Road, Whitefield 

ROCHDALE: Cemetery Hotel, Bury Road, Rochdale



To the Editor: 

375 Chorley Road, Swinton, Manchester M27 

LETTERS 
THE BODDINGTONS DEBATE 

Sir - Respondents (last month's WD) to my letter in the May issue 

completely missed the point. My argument was not that we should 

condone Boddingtons' actions, but that if we hope to exert an in- 

fluence on business decision-making we must fully understand the 

business environment. If, as Mr Stewart apparently believed until he 

read my letter, brewers exist principally to "support the drinker in 

return for his loyal support over the years," then by means of a 

barrage of insults we might indeed shame a brewer found to be 

indulging in anti-social practices into seeing the error of his ways. 

But the fact is that breweries - even relatively small ones - are huge 

multi-million pound enterprises operating in an industry where those 

who cannot earn high returns on their assets fall victim to rivals 

more able to do so. As CAMRA members should be only too well aware, 

the recent history of the brewing industry is littered with such 

casualties - many of which brewed excellent beer and valued greatly 

the loyalty of their customers. 

  

Messrs Stewart, Lerner and O'Grady may believe that the recent 

behaviour of some of our local brewers is merely an aberration, and 

that a knee-jerk to the groin is the best way to remind them of their 

former appreciation of social responsibility. Unfortunately, the 

strategy is not only about as palatable as a pint of XXXX, but also 

about as effective as a fake handpump. Big Business may indeed be a 

nasty beast, but it doesn't run away when we shout Boo! 

If, on the other hand, we demonstrate an awareness of commercial 

reality in our dealings with Boddingtons et al, our voice might just 

be heard and local brewers might still be around, and still interested 

in providing us with good traditional beer in good traditional pubs, 

in 1998. Malcolm Bee 

DRAB NEWS ALL ROUND 

Sir - Can it really be true that Holts intend to rip up the bowling 

green at the Eagle & Child, Whitefield, and replace it with a car 

park? Such an act of vandalism will certainly met with much resistance 

from the many clubs using the green, and rightly so! 

Whilst Holts' efforts to keep down the price of their excellent beers 

are welcome from this side of the bar, it appears that all is not well 

on the tenants! side. Against a background of rising rates and fuel 

bills, tenants are "persuaded" to keep prices artificially low. This,



combined with the fact that Holts' beers are not particularly cheap in 

the trade, means that the tenant's profit is now only marginal. With 

the brewery replacing disgruntled tenants with managers, the day is 

not far away when the whole estate will be run by managers, a 

situation which nearby competitor Boddingtons are rapidly moving away 

from. 

Can both breweries be right? 
Steve Lawton 

RUPERT 

Sir - As a regular visitor to Manchester, a CAMRA member and regular 

purchaser of What's Doing, I write to express my reservations about 

the usefulness of "Rupert's Page". No doubt this codified article 

gives great personal satisfaction and amusement to those "in the 

know, but I consider it a ridiculous waste of campaigning/information 

space. When CAMRA faces so many threats to real beer and pubs - 

Boddingtons' recent excesses, the closure of Chesters brewery and 

increasing unsympathetic pub refurbishments to name but three — surely 

the available space in What's Doing could be used more constructively. 

I urge you to end this self indulgence immediately. Peter Alexander 
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THE HEIGHT OF REALITY 

A supper licence has been granted to the Dog & Partridge at Irlams o! 

th'Height, where a tasteful small restaurant has recently been added. 

The Dog, which has been on keg beer for the last 25 years, is now 

selling handpumped Stones. All the pubs in the village now serve real 

ale (1 Bass, 1 Wilsons, 3 Holts). Opposite the Dog is the old Con- 

servative Club, now operating as a Rugby League Social Club. 

Permission to turn this into a proprietary club was turned down by the 

licensing committee. 

  

ALL CHANGE AT THE KING BILLY 

The King William at Mosley Common, near Worsley, is now being leased 

by Cumbrian Leisure and the new licensees are Peter and Tracy Leather- 

barrow. Cumbrian Leisure are to spend up to £65,000 on increasing the 

drinking area at the King Billy, and the changes are expected to take 

place just before Christmas. On a recent visit the Walkers bitter and 

the Tetley mild were in fine condition. 

(The Church Inn, Lowton, is also on lease to Cumbrian Leisure.)



RUPERT’S PAGE 

Some people continue to try to hog the 

limelight even when they've thrown in the 

bar towel, but no amount of scuttling around 

in other people's unisex cellars will make me 

fall into the trap of helping self-publicists in 

their quest for glory. Far better to look to those who 

eschew notoriety. Rottenbodge, demi roue of yesteryear, has 

re-emerged - low key, low profile. What stories could he tell of his 

years in exile? 

    
     

Strange tales come through the grapevine of Machiavellian machinations 

inside DOGSHIT International. What is happening to this prestigious 

_group which bestows awards on smartened hovels? Most of the moves seem 

to have emanated from Scouseley, where ageing ex-hippie stockbroker 

Seamus Spud (friend and apologist for Red Max) has ousted Ms Zimbabwe- 

Talbot from boss-personship. In a fit of pique she has resigned, to- 

gether with Mr Hammerstein. Can the group be saved from populist 

proletarianisation by Bogbrush and Mrs Prune? Only time will tell, but 

perhaps a reindoctrination visit to Grotley is called for. 

Fiona, in her role as investigative reporter for Lesbotrot magazine, 

overheard a strange conversation at a Wealthshire hunt ball. Who 

should be there but Efrem and his pals, sipping spritzers as they 

celebrated some arcane victory. Much like Nero watching a Christian, 

buried up to his head in the sand, bite the testicles off a lion, the 

group thought that their opponents had not fought fair. A Mr Timber 

and a plebian-looking fellow with an off-the-shoulder suit and rotting 

teeth were particularly vituperative in their remarks towards the 

Campaign. I tried to get Fiona to see things from their point of view. 

When you're involved in a ple you've got to make loadsamoney and if 

you're no longer a part of the community you serve it makes it very 

much easier. Closing down horrid old-fashioned breweries and yuppify- 

ing run-down hostelries is the name of the game. High prices will keep 

the riff-raff out and who wants to drink boring old beer anyway? It 

must be particularly galling when you know you're right and spend a 

lot of money on advertising and promotion, for a bunch of self- 

appointed, left wing revolutionary, interfering crackpots to come 

along with a budget of 17p and undo all the good work you've done by 

infiltrating the media with disinformation and bending the truth of 

the Company handout to suit their nefarious purposes. Yes, fight fair 

indeed. I'm drawing up a Geneva convention of rules for fighting 

breweries which I shall send to Efrem for his consideration. Fiona



disagrees and thinks we should have a "Kill a Brewer, Win a Metro! 

competition, but then she's never fought clean. 
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Branch Diary 

  

MORTH MANCHESTER 

Wed 6 July Pendlebury Crawl. Henry Boddington 7pm, Albert pm 

Wed 13 July, City Centre. Castle & Falcon, 7pm, Wellington, Shambles, 8pm 

Wed 20 July 8pm, Branch Meeting, Crescent, Salford. Fllrstenberg speaker 

Wed 27 July, Ardwick. Star, Hyde Road, 7pm: Steam Engine Spm 

Wed 3 Aug LEEDS BEER FESTIVAL 

Wed 10 August 8pm, Regional Meeting, Beerhouse, Rochdale Road 

Contact: Roger Hall 740 7937 

ROCHDALE, OLDHAN & BURY 
Tues 5 July 8pm, Branch Meeting, White Hart, Long Street, Middleton 

Thurs 7th July Spm. TEN YEARS IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE presentation at the White Hart, 
Long Street, Midddleton (again!) 

Thurs 19 July Spm, TEN YEARS IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE presentation, Cemetery Hotel, 

470 Bury Road, Rochdale 
Tues 2 Aug 8pm, Branch Meeting, Dungeon Inn, Turton Road, Tottington, near Bury 

Contact: Barbara Lee 061 766 6601 (w) 

TRAFFORD —€ HULME 

Thur ? July 8pm, Committee/Social at Peveril of the Peak, Great Bridgewater St, M/cr 

Thur 14 July, City Centre Crawl. 8,15 Unicorn, Church Street: 9pm Castle & Falcon, 

Sradshaw Street 

Thur 21 July 8pm, Branch Alfresco Meeting; Chapel House, Pepper Street, Mobberley 

Thurs 28 July 8.30. Knutsford Outing. Meet Builders Arms, 8.30-ish 

Thurs 4 Aug 6pm. Committee/Social, Sale Wardens Club, Wardle Road, Sale 
Contact: David Shelton, 061 224 7341 x27 (w) 061 795 2113 (h) 

WIGAN 
Wed 6 July 8.30, Branch Meeting, Swan & Railway, Wallgate, Wigan. Please note change 

of venue 

Tues 2 August: To be arranged: Coach Trip to Great British Beer Festival, Leeds 

Contact Brian Gleave, Atherton 692965 (h): Atherton 976200 (w) 

BOLTON 
Sun 3 July, Social, 12 noon Lodge Bank Tavern, 12.45 York, 1.30 Ancient Shepherd 

Tues 12 July 8.30 Branch Meeting, Sally Up Steps 

Tue 19 July, 7.30 York Hotel, Presentation of cheque to Imperial Cancer Research Fund 

followed by new/dormant members! social. All members who we haven't seen for a while 
come down and have a pint off Dave Fleming! 

Sun 24 July, Astley Bridge. 12 noon Bridge, 12.45 Craven Heifer, 1.30 Three Pigeons 

Sat 6 Aug. Great British Seer Festival Trip. Details next month 

Tues 9 Aug, 8.30 Branch Meeting, Rock House, Duke Street 

Contact Dave Fleming, Bolton 389918 
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Serving a range of 

traditional ales from 

THEAKSTONS & TIMOTHY TAYLORS 
Best Bitter, XB, Old Peculier, Landlord 

and weekly guest beers from around 
the country 

A selection of Continental 

bottled beers also available 

OPENING HOURS: 

Lunch: 11,30-3.00 Mon-Sat 
12.00-2.00 Sunday 

Evening: 7.00-11.00 Mon, 
Tues, Weds & Sat 
5.30-11.00 Thurs 

& Friday 
7.00-10.30 Sunday 

A selection of hot & cold 
food at lunchtime and 
early evening, including 
chilli and curry. 

Special menu for weekends 
available. 

Your hosts, 
DAVE & JO 
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QUEENS 
que FREE HOUSE ARs 

6 HONEY STREET (off Red Bank) 
MANCHESTER 

Tel. 061 834 4239    

      

QUEENS 
ARMS. 
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