October Ales

"o of tue area’s lesding Free nouses nave beer
festivals this wenth, both lasting the ursle of
the soath,

The Crescent (below) is holding its bnird snman)
Ckteberfest = "dorens and dozens of real baers',
The Marole hreh 1s following up last year's
guccessful 100 yearn = 108 Leers' Wlth, vou
guagsoed b = 'IBL yeare - LD0 Beers!,
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A Leading Manchesler
Real Ale Free House

Tel: 061-832 5914
VAT No. 392363047
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Let's Drink to Gne Hundred and Gne Years with 1G]
different Real Beers Lhroughout October, averaging
over 25 dilferent bears per weeh,

One of the Largest Pub Beer Festivals
Ever!

Look out for our Live Band MNightsl Oh, and sarry for
any Inconvenience during our building alterations|

Guest Beers from around the O, K.
Special Events £ Beer Festivals.,
Traditlonal Hot & Cold Food.

_ OPEMING HOURS:
Monday to Saturday 12,00 til | §,00p.m.
Sundays & Bank Holldays Cloged Lunclitime,
Qpen 7.00 tl 10,30p.m,
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Marble Arch, T3 Roclulale Aoad, Manchestar M4 4HY.
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WIGAN & DISTRICT

As anticipated last month, STANLEY'S SNOOKER CLUB, Powell Street,
Wigan, has reopened after some facelift. You can still play snooker
there, but the lounge has been opened out considerably, and the range
of ales is as impressive as ever. Tetley dark nmild and bitter and
Walker Best are the mainstays, but Batemans mild and Taylors Landlord
are virtually regular beers as well. Other additions included Everard
0l1d Original and Tiger and Moorhouses Pendle Witch. The quality of the
ales is consistently high, and there is a Quiz Night every Thursday,
which is a good laugh. If anyone had told me twelve months ago that
I'd be drinking Batemans and Everards in the old Snooker Club, I'd
have laughed at them! They'll be serving Belhaven 80/- at the CROFTERS
ARMS next.

Still in Wigan, the word is out that Oak best bitter was on sale at
GEM'S free house, Upper Dicconson Street, recently, though I can't
substantiate this rumour. Has the Whitbread yoke been shaken off at
last? Watch this space...

Tommy Dickens ran a mean pub in the BOWLING GREEN, Wigan Lane, Wigan.
Alas, he moved to the DOG & PARTRIDGE on School Lane in Standish., This
dismal Tetley pub was refurbished and TD is packing 'em in up there
now. In sharp contrast, the BOWLING GREEN (also Tetley) is now like a
Chapel of Rest. The popular Draught Bass was replaced by Ind Coope
Burton Ale, which made matters worse and now the BELLINGHAM and the
MILLSTONE (which sells the cheapest ale in town) elsewhere on Wigan
Lane are the beneficiaries., What went wrong?

I reported last month that John Smith's had bought NORMA JEAN'S
(formerly the ROCK FERRY), Warrington Road, Lower Ince. The bad news
is that the pub now sells only keg beers. John Smiths - like another
Big Six brewery named after a bloke - do not inspire confidence in
Wigan; cask ale at BANNERS, Hindley, didn't last. The WALMESLEY ARMS

at Spring View (Tetleys) is your best bet if you happen to be in Lower
Ince. :

Cask Banks's beers come to Wigan. Well, sort of. Aspull Labour Club on
Haigh Road is selling both the mild and bitter at a reasonable price,
but the ale is as cold as a witch's tit. The Hansons bitter, also sold
ocut of an illuminated box, is believed to be keg. Aspull Labour Club
used to sell Burtonwood beers.

For those of you who remember the PLOUGH & HARROW, Ormskirk Road,
Newtown, this ex-Greenalls pub - closed in 1986 - is now a pebble-
dashed Wigan Hospice. Aah, there was a pub!



MARBLE ARCH

Last year it was 100, this year it's 101 - different real ales, that
is, at the Marble Arch in October. Vance hopes to bring in a number of
home-brew beers to complement the wide variety of beers from small and
independent brewers which will be available. Alterations at the pub
continue apace; the lounge should be open by the end of October and
completely furnished in November. The Marble will then sport sixteen
handpumps in two bars. Will the sloping mosaic floor be intact when
the bar's moved and the floor exposed? Wait and see.

THEAKSTONS IN WALKDEN

The Kenyon Arms (SEN) at Little Hulten is now selling Theakstons and
IPA, both on handpumps, at 90p.

All because it’s ‘a
good boozy area’

A COMMON and increas-
ing trend, it appears, is
for viewers in the
Granada region to be the
nation’s guinea pigs for

alcoholic beverages of all

kinds.

The word in the adver-
tising world, I hear, is
that the North-West is. “'a
good boozy area”, hence
the latest TV campaign
for Murphy's stout, an
Irish brew that has been
produced in Cork for
hundreds of years, and is
only just available over
here, on draught only, in
selected outlets.

The advert — which
shows two New York
cops, a mature Irishman
and a young black man,
knocking off duty for a

pint — is being adver-
tised in the North-West
before the rest of country
sees it.

But it's only the latest
in a long line.

Says Con Gornell of
London-based agency
Bartle Bogle Hegarty:
‘‘Perhaps the ultimate
example was the Labatl's
lager advert, which was
mentioned in Coronation
Street.

“One of the giris in the
show compared Curly
Watts to Malcolm the
Mountie.

‘“Everyone jin the
Granada region knew

what she meant, of’

course, but it meant

‘absolutely nothing to the

rest.of the country.”

Manchester Evening News







NOW & THEN

Nao bl

by Rob Nagee
oLD GREY MARE 331 0}dken Road, Royton

The 014 Grey Mare starked 11Fe about 1620 as the Dog & Partridge, kept
by Joan Butterasrzh. A few years Later Lt was called tne Dog & Grouse.
Yo Bytterverth's Fortunes toek & downaard tuen in 1836, when the pub
was oroken into asd all his spirit stock was stoler. In the Follewing
year ne vas lruolued in @ strange court case. It seens that ne refuced
te pay 5/- towares a 'Footing’, which led te three Tellod licenszees
tli-treating and harassing hir, The three vere found guilty, but Pr
Butbersxorth nad had enough asd left the Following year.

The psb was cemaned the Geey Xare about 1860, but the mew nane didn't
bring good forture! At 4.30 cee rornirg a nan vas Found dead In the
gutter oubside. He had been drinking neavily dn the Erging ak Dry
Clough before waking his way up to the Gray Nare. The body was put
inte he callar to be identified,

Gegrge Richards, licensee fror LEG64, got into trouble 2 few tines for
aiioning gambling in the pud. One court report, fror 1E69, s worth







RUPERT’S PAGE

i
Cne of ny Favewrite hestolries was a Broodingnegs
hevse in Mest Slurley which Efrer hac irvproved ab vast™]]
expense despite poirtless protests by ar unthinking and
ungrateful cllentele. One of the najor reasons for the hostel-
ry'a excellence wap the preaerce of the perscnable mine hask, 'Little-
beousers!, as he waz affecbionately krown by the regulars. The bavern
wze rawer croaded and you coald alvags pack your car or get o kable in
tae art deco rostavrant, "_ibklebroasers’ saa e 1t that the olace
neves bacage taa popular - ne peen Ehrew ook local PFs who'd beoked i
q¢ didn't lige the look of them. Hiz meskers didn't approve of his
splectivity and daselected hir, & cruel nmove, For whe else would
sanloy a failed tavernseeper?

Tae place just wasn't the sare when he went; perhapz 2 metel iz what's
called For? Tish are Fiona felk that all tke ether lecal hostelries
catered exclusively For the gin, Jaguar arc no knickers brigade 59,
sparching For actherticity we strayed ofF pateh ko the ervirens af
Friggin and Scrokbon. My conpariors ware net toc happy wikh the large
nusber of establishsents which emplioyed tuxedasd heavies to kees ouk
the riff-raff, [ pointed cut that 35 years age there were Fights every
night and twice em Saturdays ln every pub on Dockley Aoad and enktirely
becavse Eherp was ro door security. They ignored se and dragged me off
to 2 tavern devold oF gergantasn penguin:.

Kele na sooner bean served waen in walked two genblenen in hlack and
white. Org nad a wialin case sp we assumad they wers nendess of a
lecal archestra. Bub ne, we csulda’t help out overhear their little
chat with mine host. "Ron ard me fird it very surprising that you
dori't eaplay no door secwrity, what wlth all Ehe violence and lager
yupples and everything - loox, awer as 1 speak, a young hecclew is
braaking up yodr pus.”" Ot this point Hon cressed the lounge. knockirg
over a kaole where sore O6Ps were playing dorinces and nusted a
Lakkoosd yodth who was cracking willew pattern plakes wlbh & bassball
oak. "is it 'apoens Ron and we are prircipals of Scrotton Daornan
fissociates and we car guarantee total freeder Fros bhis kind of thing
For orly twe fundred guid a week. Slogp easy. Fully gualified door
supervisors, changed daily, many with Forw For GAH, will keep vour
establishnent free Frow the scum whak zause trouble. Howts abouk 31k,
guet A ring free the till, the rustle of potes and Ehe buo gentlenmen
dere en their way, krocking ewer the donina table and nutting a
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A selection of Continental
bottled beers also available

* % OPENING HOURS # *
Sun: 12,00-3.00. 7.00-10.30
Mon: 12.00-4,00 7.00-11.00
Tues: 12.00-4,00 7.00-11,00
Weds: 12,00-4.00 6,.00-11.00
Fhur: 12,00-4,00 6,00-11,00
Fri: 12.00-11,00
Sat 12,00-4.00 7,00-11.00

A selection of hot & cold
food  at  lunchtime and
early evening, including
chilli and curcy.

Your hosts,
DAVE & 1O
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MANCHESTER
Tel. 061 834 4239

Serving a range of
traditional ales from

Best Bitter, XB, Landlord
YOUNGERS No.3
and weekly guest beers from around
the counthy

We're in the Good Beer Guide
and CAMRA's Good Food Guide
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