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Restoring the Pev
The last vestiges of 1970s corporate vandalism have gone from outside the
Peveril of the Peak on Great Bridgewater Street, Manchester.
The green ‘Wilsons’ signboards that ran the length of the pub on both sides
have been removed to reveal the old tiled lettering. This has survived

reasonably intact, apart from where the letters have been chipped
away to allow the signboards to fit flush. (No comment necessary!)
The exterior of the Pev is ‘listed’ and an architect is being consulted
on the best way to restore the lettering. The photo below shows the
plain Pev in the 1890s, before it was tiled.

The

1997

Bury

Beer

Festival

CAMRA budget approval has been obtained for the 1997 Bury Beer
Festival, which will take place at the Met, Market Street, Bury on
14th and 15th November. The formula will remain the same as
recent years, with around half the beers on handpump.
Staffing volunteers are always welcome, especially for setting-up
sessions from Wednesday to Friday lunch, and taking-down on
Sunday - contact Graham Chinn, 7 Elmwood Drive, Royton, Oldham.
General enquiries to organisers Sue or Alan on 01204 574790.
All are welcome to contribute ideas, suggestions for preferred beers,
etc, at the organisation sessions, which take place at the Tap &
Spile, Manchester Old Road, Bury from 12 noon on Saturdays 30th
August, 20th September, 25th October and 8th November.

Wetherspoons

_latest

Paul Roberts

J P Joule’s (below), the latest Wetherspoons outlet in the area,
opened in Sale on 31st July. (Turn right out of the Metrolink station
and the pub is two minutes’ walk away). It is a standard J D
Wetherspoons and the good value food includes a two meals for
£5.00 offer - excellent value for the area.
The new outlet incorporates the new JDW policies - oversize lined’
glasses as standard, no alcopops and no ‘cheapo’ beer (Scotch bitter
at 99p has gone). In fact, the beer prices are very high, with guest
beers at £1.80 and Summer Lightning at £1.90.
—
Elsewhere, JDW are due to open in Rochdale in mid-October in the
former cinema next to the bus station. (The name is still to be
chosen). Early 1998 will see two more additions to the JDW empire:
at Oldham (Lord Street) and Bolton (Nelson Square). The adjourned
licence application for Middleton will be heard in September. It looks
as though every town in the region will have its own JDW by the year
2000.

While
there
has
been
much
controversy about
the effects of JDW on the
licensed

trade,

it

seems

evening

customers

were

that the presence of a
Wetherspoons is generally
a boost to an area as it
attracts drinkers to the
pubs round about as well.
This
was
certainly the
case in Sale, where at
eight o’clock on a Friday
already
shoulder-toshoulder at J P Joule’s.
The newly opened (and
excellent) King’s Ransom,
directly facing Metrolink,
was also extremely busy,
as was the neighbouring
and
recently re-vamped
Station.
Any
licensee
running a respectable pub
selling
good
beer
at
reasonable prices can only
gain from the ‘overfloweffect’
of
a
nearby
Wetherspoons.

the

The
question
that
has
preoccupied David Bell and
:
John Byrom in the last few |}
issues of What’s Doing was
resolved last month when a
new

set

of

plans

for

rom)
MITRE

VISITOR

pote:

WELLINGTON J} CENTRE
s

the

EXCHANGE

na

relocated
Wellington
and
Sinclairs was published.

Millennium Ltd are going to

CORN
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Shifting

Shambles

Cateaton Street

Hanging Ditch

pull
apart
the
timberframed Wellington, carry it
across Cateaton Street, then stick it back together again aligned
along Cathedral Yard. Sinclairs will be knocked down and a
lookalike pub, incorporating bits of the original, will be built at an
angle to the Wellington.
Sinclairs is a brick building, painted black and white to match the
Wellington, and nowhere near as old as its neighbour. But it does
have some historical associations in the Shambles, as the plaque on
the wall explains. It stands near the site of an old alehouse called
the Black Horse, which became famous as Shaw’s Punch House in the

eighteenth century. Also, it
is possible that a bit of
Sinclairs

(at

the

tall

end)

was part of a pub called
the Kings Head which was
built across the site of
Shaw’s in 1804. The Kings
Head
disappeared
when
Victoria Street was made
and
Sinclairs
was
first
licensed about 1862.
| When Sinclairs is pulled
down, the nearest pub to
hy the site of Shaw’s Punch
1

perhaps Joey Holt will be
putting in an offer for the
plaque!
The new Sinclairs will be
built over the site of a

beerhouse

called

Rose (right)

the

which closed

in 1919, and it will be in
spitting
distance
of
several old pub
sites
near the Cathedral. No
doubt Sam Smiths (or
whoever will own this
latest bit of Manchester’s
instant heritage) will be
able to come up with
something to put on their
plaques.

=

The building to the left of
the
Rose
on _ the
photograph was pulled
down only recently, after
the bombing. The ground
floor, with an extension
across the site of the
Rose,

was

the Cathedral

Brass Rubbing Centre for
a

short

time

that
it
shop/cafe.

Why

was

people

and

a_

go

before

chip

to

pubs

According to a recent survey by MORI, the opinion poll people, top of
the list of reasons why people go to a particular pub are cleanliness,
atmosphere, service, the company and convenience.
Since the same survey was carried out in 1990, there has been a
significant increase in the number of those citing food as a reason for
visiting a particular pub.
Value for money is important, though of course this is not quite the
same thing as price. Choice of drinks also matters, with 438% of
pubgoers saying it is important the pub stocks a particular brand of
beer.
Choice of real ales was cited by 17% and quality of real ales by 24%.
The number of real ale drinkers is somewhere between these two
figures and real ale is about a quarter of the draught beer market, so
most real ale drinkers care about choice and quality, or at least they
say they do!
While

30% of those interviewed wanted

not want children in pubs at all.

children’s facilities, 21% did

COME TO THE ALL YEAR ROUND BEER FESTIVAL

mE BEER

HOUSE

Angel Street, Manchester. 0161 839 7019

IZ REAL ALES ON OFFER
including

BURTONWOOD BITTER 99p,
THEAKSTONS XB and BEST BITTER,
MOORHOUSES PENDLE WITCH
plus

8 EVER-CHANGING GUEST BEERS
including a GUEST MILD

PLUS A RANGE OF TRADITIONAL CIDERS,
DRAUGHT BELGIAN KRIEK, LEFFE BLONDE,
HOEGAARDEN & MANY BOTTLED BELGIAN
and other FOREIGN BEERS
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. Lunchtime food seven days a week

Evening Meals 5 - 7 Friday
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* Thurs 5 - 8 Choice of three curries
(veg and carnivore) + rice £3
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DAY MONDAY
Darts

TWO TRADITIONAL

ALWAYS

- SUNDAY

CIDERS

AVAILABLE

GOOD FOOD - Vegetarians welcome
FREE PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE

Holts

Corner

Stewart Revell

I am regularly asked at CAMRA meetings if I can confirm that Holts
are taking over a certain pub. The question is usually based on a
rumour - someone has heard that Holts are about to acquire the pub
and do I know if it is true?
Unfortunately I am not on the ‘first to know’ list at Holts. I only wish
I was! So my usual reply is that at the first opportunity I will check
out the rumour with the powers-that-be at the brewery.
A few weeks ago I was asked if an outlet in the centre of Stockport
was about to be acquired by Holts. I contacted the brewery the
following day and the story turned out to be absolutely true. So,
Winters Wine Bar on Little Underbank will soon be transformed into
a Holts pub, which is very good news for the citizens of Stockport.
There are many Robinsons pubs in the area, so it will be rather
pleasant to have another local independent brewer’s ale available,
and probably some 20 to 30p a pint cheaper.
I am informed that Winters Wine Bar (the name will almost certainly
be changed) used to be a jeweller’s shop and there is a magnificent
clock set into the front wall. As it is a listed building, I am assured
by Holts’ senior management that they will definitely respect the
fabric of the building, although I’m not sure if they are going to go as
far as spending money on maintaining the clock. Perhaps they could
use it (discreetly) to remind passers-by that it is ‘time’ for a pint of
Holts?

I have also heard that Holts are after a pub in Horwich. The brewery
tells me that it is too early to confirm this acquisition. Before taking
over a pub, Holts have to be sure of just what they are getting for
their money by carefully checking the details. For example, what land
is associated with the property? (Car park, bowling green, tennis
court, safari park, etc.) Only when all the i’s are dotted and all the t’s
crossed will Holts go ahead.
Another rumour concerns Holts taking on another pub in St Helens,
where they already have the Abbey. This story, I am informed, has
no foundation. The brewery is constantly checking out pubs for
possible purchase, but less than one percent of those seen get past
the first inspection: there is either an existing Holts outlet close by, or
the trading potential isn’t right.

Planning

News

A hairdressing salon on Beech Road in Chorlton is to be turned into a
café bar. In Hulme, the Unicorn is to become a community centre.
Whitbread plan to turn 144 Deansgate (ear the Sawyers Arms) into
a pub.

Lost

Locals

The
changes
noted
within the last month
are mostly in Salford.

First, the Queen Victoria
(Tetley,
right),
off
Blackfriars
Road,
has

|

had a bad fire in the roof:
this followed a period of
closure. Whether it can
reopen,

we

do not know.

In Lower Broughton, the

Royal
Archer
(Centric)
has
been
demolished

after
it, too,
had
a
serious fire. The nearby
Unicorn remains boarded
but so far unscathed.
Over
in
Ordsall,
the
Jubilee
(ex-BodPubCo)

was one of the pubs sold
at auction a couple of
months ago. The new
owners are the people behind Handy Jack’s Hardware and it is likely
that the building will not reopen as a pub.
In Crumpsall, the Belmont (Chef & Brewer) appears to have been
sold, finally. If one looks through the windows of this Middleton Road
establishment, one gets the impression that it is not designed to be a
pub again.
WHAT’S

DOING contributions should be sent to the editor c/o 88 Ringley

Road, Stoneclough,

Radcliffe, Manchester M26 1ET. News and letters must

arrive by the 20th of the month for inclusion in the next month’s issue.
WHAT'S
DOING ADVERTISING: Full page £50 or £200 for six months,
half page £35 or £150 for six months, quarter page £25 or £100 for six
months. All adverts must be accompanied with payment. Cheque payable to
‘What's Doing’.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: £3 for six months, £5.50 for twelve months. Send
cheque/PO together with your name and address to Roger Hall, 123 Hill
Lane, Blackley, Manchester M9 6PW, for six issues. Cheques made out to
‘What's Doing’.
BACK
NUMBERS: 15p per copy. Send stamped addressed envelope to
Roger Hall, 123 Hill Lane, Blackley, Manchester M9 6PW.
To join CAMRA send £12 to Membership, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St
Albans, Herts AL1 4LW.

Bolton

briefing

Estate agents and building societies seemed to be taking over all the
old shops in and around Bolton’s Bradshawgate not too long ago.
These

days,

whenever

an old business

closes down

there is usually

somebody waiting to convert the building into licensed premises.
The

Inns,

latest planning application
who

want

to

turn

an

comes

old bank

from

an outfit called

in Wood

Street (below)

Cafe

into

‘Hartleys’, with a pub downstairs and restaurant upstairs. Wood
Street is a Conservation Area and apart from the rather chunky,
stone-built bank building, consists of Georgian houses mostly
inhabited by solicitors, estate
agents and the like, who may
not be best pleased with the
idea.
Across

Bradshawgate

in

Nelson Square, the old Scholes

& Scholes shop and adjoining
property
have
been
demolished
and
work
has
started
on
Bolton’s
J
D
Wetherspoons.
On
Bradshawgate
itself,
Corks Wine Bar, which opened
in
the
former
National
Provincial Bank about twenty
years ago, has become an
O’Neill’s Irish bar. At the
other end of Bradshawgate,
the Trotters (aka Duck &
Firkin, etc) is surrounded by
boards. This 1960s pub has
been closed for some time and
is either in for a serious bit of
refurbishment or demolition.

Pig

&

Porcupine

Contrary to the statement in WD Julys article, ‘Reclaiming the
Territory,
the Boddies at the Pig & Porcupine,
Deansgate,
Manchester,

is £1.50, not £1.70. Sorry. The pub is in the Trafford &

Hulme CAMRA branch area and the article was by a member
neighbouring branch who failed to check his facts with T&H.
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4 GUEST ALES EVERY WEEK
ROBINSONS DARK MILD
HOEGAARDEN WHEAT BEER
BODDINGTONS BITTER
SELECTION OF WINES

Try beers
our unique

direct from barrels on
cooled gravity stillage!

OPEN 12 NOON TILL 11 PM

MON. TO

SAT.

Buckley

Wells

Sue Barker

Following the takeover by Century Inns and under the relatively new
franchisees Garry and Denise Gifford, the Tap & Spile at Bury will
continue to serve the range of well-kept real ales that local drinkers
have come to rely on.
As a consequence of the takeover, there will be a name change.
Century Inns would have preferred a name to reflect Bury’s
connection with the East Lancs Railway, but an initial poll amongst
the locals indicated a return to the original name - the Rose & Crown.
However, in a formal competition the local historians won with ‘The
Buckley Wells’, the old name for the area, which is apparently
peppered with wells.
Work to be undertaken includes the replacement of all windows
(currently etched with the T&S logo), light fittings, upholstery and
T&S glasses, and there will be a lick of paint. Essentially, the pub
will stay the same - no structural changes are planned and the
railway connection will remain in the decor. The alterations will
begin around the beginning of September and are expected to be
finished by the end of the month. The pub will remain open except for
one or two days.
Garry and Denise hope to form a quiz team to compete in the Bury
Times league and they also hope to form a darts team. Future events
include brewery trips and themed suppers.
Hours will remain 12-3 & 5-11 Monday to Thursday,
and Saturday, 12-3 & 7-10.30 Sunday.

12-11 Friday

ook:

Partington

At the beginning of June the Manchester Evening News carried
articles about the closure of the Greyhound, the King William IV and
the Squire in Partington because of the activities of ‘drug barons’.
Now ‘he Greyhound (Vaux) has been repainted and will reopen
minus its vault in a determined attempt to stay in business and not
succumb to the problems that caused its closure. A model for success
is the Wendover

(late Pear Tree) in Northern Moor,

drug problems to win a community pub award.

which overcame

The King William IV, a former Good Beer Guide pub, is still closed,
boarded up and for sale. Are Marstons’ shareholders any better off
since the brewery ended the tenancy of a long-serving licensee and
made the pub a managed house five years ago?

The

New

Moston

The first in an occasional series of pubs selected by Mark McConachie.

Why should a rather small pub in an out-of-the-way location be
worthy of mention, you may ask? Well, it’s just a damn fine place!
Let me explain.
The secret of most successful pubs is in the licensee and staff. When
right, they bring out the best in people and create a warm and
friendly atmosphere. Add to this reasonable conditions for drinking in
and a decent selection of beers and you are on a winner.
The

New

Moston,

on Belgrave

Road,

New

Moston,

is one

of those

pubs. There are two rooms, with the bar dividing them. On the left is
a neatly-presented, well laid-out room that goes from front to back.
Some brass and the immaculately kept, brass-topped Britannia-style
tables are notable features. To the right is a smaller, clean and wellused sporting vault.
The pub is a Marstons
tenancy
and_
sells
Banks’s mild, Marstons
bitter
and
Head
Brewer’s Choice beers.
There’s a good mix of
people, young and old,
and the licensee seems
to be ever-present to
ensure that things run
smoothly.
Weekly
quizzes,
sing-alongs,
etc, add to the goodhumoured nature of the
place.
To

get

Moston,

to

buses

the

87,

New

146-

8 from Manchester will
drop you at the junction
of Belgrade Road and
Moston Lane East. Or if
you catch the train to
Failsworth, turn right
and right again, the pub
is about six minutes’
walk
away.
Opening
hours are (approx) 12-3
- and 7-llpm.

Wigan

and

district

Dave White

Following the success of the Moon Under Water in the town centre, J

D Wetherspoon
The location in
Street. Popular
lives just down
new outlet the
Christmas.

now have their sights fixed on Ashton-in-Makerfield.
question is the present Kwik Save store in Gerrard
CAMRA National Executive member Peter Marsh
the road, so maybe Wetherspoons will name their
Oil and Water, and get Pete to open it in time for

The front page news of the July and August editions of What’s Doing
concerned the sell-off of some of the Greenalls estate to Busy Pubs
Ltd of Altrincham. One of these, the WHITE SWAN on Warrington

Road, Lower Ince, has had a lick of paint, but has carried on trading

pretty much as before; cask beers on sale are Greenalls bitter and
Flowers IPA. Elsewhere in Ince-in-Makerfield, the ENGINEERS
ARMS,

Belle

Green

Lane

and

the

MANLEY

Lane (both Vaux - see WD June) remain closed.

HOTEL,

Ince

Green

Swings & Roundabouts. An application for a full licence has been
made for the HALTON COURT private hotel, Upper Dicconson
Street, so Swinley could have a new pub before long. On the other
side of town, the SEVEN
STARS
HOTEL,
Wallgate,
has closed following a longstanding
dispute
between
the licensee and the owners,
Thwaites.
Meanwhile
on
_ Darlington Street East, the
SILVERWELL HOTEL has
had the boarding removed
from the windows, and work
appears to be in progress.
This ex-Peter Walker house
was often to be found in the
Good Beer Guide during the
1980s.
News in brief: the
Pub Company have
the abysmal KINGS
Market

Street,

Centric
turned
HEAD,

Atherton,

back into a pub (left). Gibbs
Mew bitter is one of the cask
ales
now
available.
The
BALMORAL
HOTEL
Atherton Road, Hindley, may
have been spruced up (see

WD August) but the beers on offer are the same pasteurised S & N

products

as

before...

the

HALFWAY

HOUSE,

Ormskirk

Road,

Pemberton, has gone over to nitrokeg, so beware the beer engine for
Burtonwood bitter on the bar.
Finally, local CAMRA member Ed Mather would like anyone who had
anything to do with Swales brewery (Newtown and Manchester) to
get in touch, as he is writing a history of the same. Ed still lives at
29 Queensway,

Wigan, WN1

2HR.

*KokK:

Prices

ok

survey

CAMRA’s 1997 Prices Survey found that the average price of a pint of
real ale in Britain’s pubs is £1.64. It has gone up by 2.5% over the
year, which compares favourably with an inflation rate of 2.6% over
the same period. This is the second year running that prices have
increased in line with inflation and is generally good news.
A number of regions showed much greater price increases, with West
Midlands clocking up 4.7% and Scotland 4.8%. Increases in London
and the South East are more moderate, probably as a result of price
competition from the growing pub chains.
Drinking in pubs owned by independent brewers is still the cheapest,
although the difference between national beers in nationals’ pubs
and independent brewers’ pubs is only 2p and both prices have
increased by only 1.9%.
As usual, the cheapest beer is in the North West (average £1.43) and
the most expensive in London (£1.79). The cheapest pint was 96p (in
the North West, naturally) and the dearest was £2.45 - in London, of
course.
Real ale prices by region, 1996-97
Region
UK
z
North West
Yorks/Humberside
West Midlands
Wales
East Midlands
North
.

South West
Scotland

East Anglia

South East
London

1997
164
143
149
155
154
156
161

170
176

171

177
179

z

1996
160
140
144
148
151

%change
2.5
2.1
3.5
4.7
2.0

Cheapest
96
96
99
99
100

Priciest
242
225
230
200
210

152
156

2.6
3.2

125
122

225
200

170

0.6

110

205

164
168
173
174

3.7
4.8

~

2.3
2.9

110
135
99
99

231
210

235
242

Harpurhey

Crawl

A pleasant evening in late July saw half or dozen or so CAMRA
members embark upon a crawl-cum-survey of Harpurhey. This North
Manchester district is divided by Rochdale Road and lies between
Collyhurst and Blackley. Mark McConachie was there...
Our first port of call was the Hipp
rather isolated building, this was
Holt purchased it some eight years
to it, but this did not affect our
available. The conversation of a
religion was both enlightening and

on Lathbury Road. A modern and
a Whitbread house until Joseph
ago. The place has a careworn feel
enjoyment of the mild and bitter
few locals regarding travel and
entertaining.

On next to the Boddington 200 (mistakenly referred to as the ‘Zoo’
many years ago in a certain CAMRA publication). Named to
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the brewery, it is another
modern, two-room pub and used to sell Boddies and Old Shilling. On
this occasion, however, it was only dispensing the ‘smooth’ beers of
Tetleys and Boddies. A quick exit then, and a short stroll through the

estate to Fernclough Road and Wilsons’ Shiredale. Vault to the left,

lounge to the right and both dispensing Wilsons and J W Lees
bitters. The comings and going of life can be viewed through the large
front windows as you enjoy your pint.
The Golden Lion is visible from the Shiredale and is but a cockstride
away. Sited on Rochdale Road, the building has a characterful
exterior and a top-notch bowling green at the rear. Sadly, owners
Whitbread swept away most of the character inside some time ago,
along with a lot of the rooms. It is tidy enough, though, but now it too
has gone keg - smooth Boddies and Flowers being the offerings. We
took our leave.
On our way to the Ark
Royal
we _ passed
‘Londi’s
Harpurhey
Post
Office
and
Convenience
Store’.
This used to be the
‘bottom’
Derby
(latterly
the
New
Derby

Arms,

/eft),

an

ex-Bass pub. The Ark
Royal
is
at
the
junction of Lathbury
and
Fernclough
Roads,
although
officially in Tavistock

Square.
This
is
a
60s/70s Robinsons house
that
celebrates
the
famous
Royal
Navy
aircraft carrier in its two

dimly-litrooms.
Full
measure is assured on
both Hatters Mild and

Best

Bitter

through

electric
metered
dispense.
Comfortable,
with interesting jukebox.

The next pub, the Milan
(right), is also Robinsons
and it too uses electric
pumps
for the
same
beers. It is popular with,
and handy for, staff from Queens Road GM bus depot as it is at the
junction of that road and Rochdale Road. There are two good, woodpanelled rooms at the front and a side vault which is only accessible
through the toilet corridor. Both beers were on good form.
Down the hill and past the new houses and you come to the
impressive exterior of the Junction. Lees, Holts and Boddies are
served in the snug, lounge and vault at keen prices. The friendly and
convivial atmosphere is helped by licensee Peter and daughters
Siobhan and Lorraine. A pub worth a second look.
Change has occurred, which is inevitable. Two pubs have been lost to
keg and one to non-pub use, but it is not all gloom in Harpurhey.
sok
ok kok

Axe_

sharpened

The Axe & Cleaver at Dunham has reopened after a substantial
refurbishment and is much the better for it. The car park has been
improved, the children’s playground and the conservatory have been
removed and the main building extended into the conservatory area.
Inside, the pub is divided into several areas using bare brick and
timber beams to create a typical ‘Cheshire pub’ style. Clearly aimed
at the food trade, there is an extensive menu and a wine list.

The real ale range is not very inspiring - on a recent visit the beers
were Youngers IPA, Theakstons Bitter and XB. A fourth real ale,
Courage Directors, was not available.

Now

No.101

&

Then

Rob Magee

Hogshead

36 Union Street, Oldham

The original pub on this site was the Buck & Union, built by John
Hobson, who gave his name to Hobson Street at the side. It can be
traced back to 1825, when Union Street was still being developed,
and in fact four years later there were still only eleven buildings on
the street, including the pub, its stables and brewhouse.
James Tattersall gave the Buck & Union a new name - the Nelson
Inn - when he took over in 1854. Mr Tattersall found himself in
trouble two years later when his wife died. Martha Tattersall’s body
was found to be covered in bruises and James was suspected of
beating her. At the inquest he explained that on the night she died
she went to bed with a pint of whisky and hot water and she had
once been committed to the workhouse because of her drinking. The
verdict was death through extreme drinking.
Life may henceforth have been a little quieter for James, but he got
into trouble in 1857 when he was fined 10/- for out-of-hours drinking
on a Sunday afternoon.
John Waterhouse junior, a butcher from Henshaw

Street, took over

the licence of the Nelson in 1860 and he also owned the pub. (His
father had the Red
Lion in the Market
Place.)
William
Hadfield
was
in
charge in 1864 and
when he apeared in
court to apply for a
music licence in 1868
he admitted that he
was never sober! His
application
was
absolutely refused.

| John

Kirkham

was

the next licensee, but
he changed his mind
and said he would
retire and go back to
Liverpool, where he
i owned a pub. William
i
was
the
a Haslop
tenant in 1881 and he
was also an agent for

the Union

Building

Society, the then owners

of the Nelson.

Local

brewers Jowett & Waterhouse were the lessees, but when the Nelson

was put up for sale a few years later a rival company, Taylor & Lees,
stepped in. The building was in good repair and condition, according
to a report of 1894, and there were six drinking rooms and six
bedrooms but no bathroom. Accommodation for travellers was
available and there were two horse stalls in the enclosed yard.

Taylor & Lees’ Brewery was taken over by Threlfall’s of
which was eventually absorbed into the Whitbread empire
Changes in the brewing industry in the 1980s led to the big
selling off or leasing many of their pubs and in 1990 Frank
(Foo Foo Lamarr) took the Nelson on lease and installed a
managers.

Salford,
in 1967.
brewers
Pearson
series of

The pub was called Taps for a short time, then in 1993 Whitbread
took control again and turned it into the Hogshead, selling several
real ales. Stuart Rigby was the licensee until 1996, when Craig
Duckett took over. Craig is off to the Coronation in Southport in
September and the new man at the Hogshead is Greg Byrne.
*
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826 Manchester Road Castleton, Rochdale
near Castleton BR

FOUR REAL ALES
Burtonwood 99p a pint

Theakstons, Taylors and Guest Beers
Thatchers Cider
plus German and Belgian Beers

Lunchtime food Monday - Friday
ot

01706 750873
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Letters

You

bet

Sir - With reference to
Rupert’s discourse on
‘pub lists’ last month.
As well as pubs with
a dog on the roof,
pubs selling beer in
half pint pots with

handles,

pubs

revolving doors and so
on,

another

.

with ~

list could

|

be
pubs
with
a-:
betting
shop
next »
door. I think there are a few around the Manchester area, although
the category only came to mind when I noticed two changes near
where I live.
First, the White
are both closed
bookie’s next to
space has been
sells a good pint

Horse at Moses Gate and its adjoining betting shop
and the pub is up for sale. Down in Stoneclough, the
the Hare & Hounds was demolished recently and the
taken over for use as a car park for the pub, which
of Holts.
Fred Farnworth

Wordy
Sir - The present Mrs Nestfeather asked me to research the origins
and meaning of ‘Scuttlebutt? as used by your overly erudite
correspondent Dave White (Wigan and District News, last month). My
investigations lead me to believe the word is US army/marine slang
for rumour. It can be heard in many black-and-white WW2 films
which no doubt are the mainstay of Mr. White’s video library.
Hetty Mologist (Ms)

Spotless
Sir - Oh dear! Rupert (WD August) falls into the popular hacks’ trap
of slagging off ‘the trainspotter’, poking fun at ‘scratchers’ along the
way.
Just as CAMRA members - rightly - object to the press portraying us
as bearded beer bellies with last night’s curry over our brewery T-

shirts, I object to rail enthusiasts being given the same tired image.

You know, sexually frustrated youths who live with their mothers.

I am not a scratcher or a ticker, but I am interested in railways. As a
CAMRA member for twenty-odd years I would say there are a great
many rail enthusiasts in our numbers - the two interests seem to go
together. Think of ‘railway watering holes like the Station, Ashton;

Stalybridge Station Bar; Head of Steam (various locations), and West
Riding Refreshment Rooms, Dewsbury Station. Indeed, I made this
very point on a TV documentary I appeared in.
OK - so Rupert, with his references to Slumley, Drabs, Snoot Magna,
etc, is very much tongue-in-cheek. But we should try to avoid unfairly
stereotyping people who form a considerable minority of CAMRA
members - above all round here, the birthplace of passenger
railways. Or am I over-reacting - what do other readers think?
Kim Rampley

Retirement

of

Hattie’s

Harriers

Riding on a high after winning the Independents’ Day Pub Hunt,
Pauline and Peter Wadsworth have decided to retire from all matters
connected with CAMRA. So if anybody out there wishes to take over
as Membership Secretary for the North Manchester branch or take
over the delivery of copies of this esteemed organ to city centre
hostelries, please contact Roger Hall.
Also, does anybody want a brick from the Castle & Falcon or the
Tommy Ducks memorial door, which is decorated with knickers,
photographs

wreath?

of remembrances,

newspaper

articles

and

bits

of

a

The photograph shows Hattie’s Harriers relaxing at the GBBF after
their famous victory. The two fatties and the wheelchair are on the
left. The other half of the team consisted of their number three
daughter, Nicola, and her friend, Jay.

‘German’

fest

with

cockney

accents!

Beinlos

The much advertised Holsten Bier Fest (‘so big you can't miss it’).
opened on Tuesday 5th August. Despite free tickets for the opening
night in the Manchester Evening News, the waitresses (complete with
stick-on pigtails and Lederhosen!) outnumbered the punters by threeto-one for the first two hours. Even at the peak of the evening, the
hall was less than a quarter full.
—
5
tt
Thad hoped that Holsten of Hamburg were the !
organisers and that they would provide real f
atmosphere. Unfortunately it was organised Ih
by a London pop concert company and neither
German beer nor a German band was on offer.
It was ersatz Holsten and the Holsteners
Oompah Band consisted of Pom Fritz, Herr
Loss (he was folically challenged), Wanderin
Hans Groper, Frank Furter and Helmut Stuck
- the nearest they had ever been to Germany
was probably the Mile End Road. Although
traditional German and Bavarian tunes were
belted out, the accompanying lyrics (as listed
on a freebie songsheet on every table) left a lot

to be desired, with titles such as ‘Drink Up J =:
ce
your Wonderful Holsten Bier’ and ‘We'll go to
SOBIG ro ANT MINS TF
the Holsten fest every night to drink our § .
favourite beer!’
£3.80 for a German Mafkrug stamped with a two-pint line (but
usually overfilled to the brim) was not too bad, given the normal price
of lager over here. However, when the admission fee (with additional

booking fees) of £2.50 (Tuesday/Wednesday)

and £5.00 (other nights)

is taken into account, it makes for quite an expensive evening!

To add insult to injury, the pseudo-German band was replaced by a
pop group at 9.00pm and then the decibels hit the roof. (The
admission pass did warn of continuous loud noise!).
The London promotion company had already taken the 2,500-seater

beer hall to Cardiff and Newcastle,

and London must be somewhere

on the itinerary as the public transport details on the ticket wallet
referred to bus and tube connections from Chelsea Bridge! Given the
colossal cost of the full-colour, full-page adverts which appeared in
the Manchester Evening News and some tabloids, together with the
hundreds of poster sites, I can’t see the promoters breaking even
with the Manchester venue, unless they managed to fill the hall to a
much greater extent over the remaining three weeks of the event.
All in all, it was good fun for the disco set, but nothing like a German
Bierfest and nothing like real German Bier!

Rupert
So, Billy Shippon and his bunch of
middle class tossers want to save
the ‘Old Scrotes’ in the centre of
Grotley. ‘Why? you might ask.
Grotley Council just want to shift
the two decrepit hostelries out of
the way a bit so that Karl &
Frank’s mega-shopperama won't
be embarrassed by their presence.
Quite rightly, they’re scared that if
they don’t kowtow to the retail
giant, K&F will up sticks and
clear off to Puddington, leaving a
great hole in Grotley’s city centre
and depriving Grotley Council of
millions of pounds in rates. So,
what could be more reasonable
than to dismantle the Boot and
Clive’s Whelk Hut and rebuild
them 100 yards away near the
Cathedral? £1 million seems a
cheap price to pay for making sure
the new store isn’t spoilt by a
vista of dilapidated taverns in
need of a lick of paint.
What’s town planning about if you
can’t muck about with centuriesold street patterns and shift the
odd medieval building to make
way for modernity? You won't find
any wigwams in New York. To my
mind, rebuilding them’s a daft

Trading

Standards

We have been asked by CAMRA
Standards Offices. Here’s a start...
Manchester
0161 226
Salford
0161 794
0161 253
Bury
Trafford
0161 912
0161 911
Oldham

idea
anyway.
They’re
both
cramped and inconvenient, dark
and
dismal.
No
wonder
most
people
sit outside.
Some
daft
preservationist has slapped listed
status on them so the owners can’t
improve them. At least if they're
shifted theyll lose their listed
status so they can be brought up
to date.
The last thing we want is a
campaign by misguided do-gooders
who think that relics of medieval
Grotley are more important than
an underpants shop. Don’t they
know which side their bread is
buttered on? I don’t see any reason
why it should stop there. Why not
move all the inns to the same
place, move all the churches to
another and so on. In that way it
would make the city centre much
more rational. Pub crawls would
be a doddle and you wouldn't get
inebriates vomiting in fonts. If they
built all the buildings on rafts with
wheels, the process would be a lot
easier, just like moving furniture
around. You'd then be able to cope
with any new fad. Who knows, in
the
next
millennium
when
Yakimoto have bought out K&F
the ‘Old Scrotes’ could feature as a
themed element of Olde Englande
in the foyer.

to publish
8283
4711
5578
1212
4498

details
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Branch Diary

Rochdale, Oldham & Bury
Tues 2 Sept 8.30pm, Branch Meeting, Hogshead, Union Street,
Oldham
Tues 16 Sept 8.30pm, Committee Meeting, Dog & Partridge,
Middleton Road, Royton
Sat 20 Sept 12 noon, 4th Bury Beer Festival Meeting, Tap & Spile,

Bury

Wed 24 Sept, Evening trip to Burtonwood Brewery (Branch Contact
has details)
Tues 30 Sept 8.30, Whats Doing Collation, Flying Horse, Rochdale
Contact: Peter Alexander 0113 232 4023(w), 0161

655 4002 (h)

Trafford & Hulme
Thur 4th Sept. Twentieth Anniversary of the Branch. 8pm Malt
Shovels, Altrincham.
Thur 11 Sept, Chorlton Survey. 8pm Bar, then Spread Eagle. Finish
at Beech
Thur 25 Sept 8pm, Hogshead, Altrincham. Speaker: Nick Stafford of
Hambleton Brewery (courtesy of the licensee)
Thur 2 Oct, Last of the Summer Beer Crawl. 8pm, Swan with Two
Nicks, Little Bollington. Then Vine and Rope & Anchor, Dunham
Massey. Finish at Railway, Broadheath.
Contact: Roger Wood 0161 747 3987
North
Manchester
Wed 3 Sept, Piccadilly Crawl. Bulls Head, London Road, 7pm; White
House, Great Ancoats Street, 7.59; Jolly Angler, Ducie Street, 9pm
Wed 10 Sept 8pm, Committee & Social, Porter’s Railway, Great
Portwood Street, Stockport
Wed 17 Sept 8pm, Branch Meeting, White Swan, Worsley Road,
Swinton
Wed 24 Sept, Besses/Prestwich crawl: Coach & Horses, Bury Old
Road, 7pm; White Horse, Bury New Road, 8pm; Ostrich, Bury Old
Road, 9.30
Tues Sept 30 6pm onward, What’s Doing collation, Queens Arms,
Honey Street, Cheetham
Contact: Roger Hall 0161 740 7937
Contributors to this issue: Paul Roberts, Roger Hall, David Bell, Mike
Goode, Sue Barker, Keith Egerton, Mark McConachie, Dave White,
Roger Wood, Stewart Revell, Rob Magee

————=

Dave and Sue welcome youtothe

-———
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FREE HOUSE

Tel. 0161 834 4239

4/6 Honey Street (off Red Bank), Cheetham

Serving a large range of traditional ales supporting the
independent brewers

Batemans Mild & XXXB - Mitchells
Bitter - Old Peculier - Taylors Landlord
& Best Bitter - Bantam Bitter £1 a pint

plus weekly guest beers

Westons Traditional Cider on handpump

A large menu plus home-made specials

available seven lunchtimes a week
Hot and cold food available until early evening

Opening Hours: 12.00-11.00 Mon-Sat; 12-10.30 Sunday

Children’s play equipment in the

Beer Garden, with swings, slides,

climbing net, etc.

We have a Children’s Certificate so
families are welcome inside or in the
Beer Garden.

HILL

ROAD

Bar-B-Que for hire free of charge.

CHEETHAM
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General Knowledge Quiz Night
Tuesday. Beer Prizes.

he

4A

& ome

SE

Bar Billiards, Backgammon,
Chess, etc.
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We’re in the Good Beer Guide

and CAMRA’s

Good Food Guide

