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In 1980 ten real ale pubs in Salford were demolished and four more closed. Most 
of these were in the Cross Lane area of the city but the rot is spreading slowly 
down Regent Road. The Star and the Peeping Tom have long since been turned 
into rubble and the Borough has been boarded up for some time. Now the Gas 
Tavern has followed suit and its boarded windows are a showcase for the carpet 
shop next door. How much longer will it be before the Live and Let Live, the 
Albert, the Duke of York, the Spread Eagle, the Gloucester,the Grove, the 
Wellington and the Bridge suffer the same fate? 

: Roger Hall



WHATS DOING 
IN A SPIN 
Following the sudden departure of its previous licensee, the Yarnspinners on Man- 
chester Road, Oldham, has new tenants. Paul and Susan Davidson, who previously 
managed Romeo and Juliet's nightclub in Oldham, have taken over. One of Paul's 
first actions after moving in was to get rid of the pool table, and one suspects that 
not many CAMRA tears will be shed over that decision. The traditional Wilsons ales 
will stay and Paul's next task is to pull in the customers in this fiercely competitive 
part of Oldham. 

BITTER NEWS 

The old Red Lion in Gatley reopened in March as the Bitter End, a new-look 
Chesters pub. Firmly mounted on the bar are two lots of new handpumps dispensing 
cask-conditioned Chesters bitter and mild. The arrangement of the rooms, with small 
side areas at differing levels, is a welcome breakaway from the single roomed 
drinking area so much in favour with breweries these days. (Boddingtons, please 
note.) 

On the opening day the barmaids were attractively attired in yellow T-shirts with 
the 'Bitter End" logo printed on the left hand side. (Pity the right side was not 
similarly printed "Mild starts here' - perhaps not, though, people would only 
start saying things like 'The Ale of Two T*#t**s! and that would never do, would it? 

THE STATION NOW DEPARTING (94) 

The Station, Furness Vale (Robinsons) has, at a stroke, been transformed into 
‘The Crossings‘ as it is situated near a footbridge, a level crossing and a canal 
bridge - snappy, eh? 

  

WILSONS BOARDING PARTY 
When breweries board their pubs up it's usually a sign of permanent closure. With 
Wilsons you never know. The Globe in Bury Street, Salford, has been boarded up 
for ages but Wilsons say it will be reopened. The Feathers in Pendleton and the Old 
Pack Horse on Oldham Road were both closed for a few weeks before reopening. 
Other breweries seem to be able to do their pubs up without closing them completely. 
What are Wilsons doing behind their darkened windows? 

COWPE CASK 
The Buck Inn at Cowpe, Rossendale (Free House, ex Bass) now sells Taylors dark 

mild and best bitter and Thwaites best mild and bitter on handpumps in addition to 
the Bass Cask Bitter and 4X Mild on electric pumps. Not surprisingly trade has 
increased significantly - the pub remains unaltered apart fom the choice of beer, 
and in mid=April both the Bass products were being offered at 40p a pint without 
there being many takers, Al! indications are that the local people are making their 
feelings pretty clear about Bass's comparatively poor offerings. 

  

Another pub in Rossendale offering handpumped Taylors best bitter is the Duke of 
Wellington, Grane Road, Haslingden. This may well do better than the Tetley 
bitter and Whitbread Cask that have also been tried here.



ALE ALA MODE 
In the middle of Sale Festival week there is a fashion show at Sale Civic Hall, 
Chapel Road. As well as bras, briefs, jewellery and jock straps, a real ale bar 
will be serving up four different beers not normally available in the area and, 
we hope, real cider. The evening, Wednesday May 20th, is informal, with stalls 
and displays by local craftsmen and retailers. 

SALFORD 85 
Despite Whitbread's introduction of cask beer to another fourteen pubs, the number 
of real ale outlets in the city is still only 85. In October 1978, 87 out of a total 
of 156 pubs sold traditional beer - 56%. Today the percentage has risen to 63% 
but the total number of pubs has fallen to 134. 15 Whitbread pubs, 11 Greenalls, 

9 Bass, 5 Tetleys, 5 Wilsons, 2 John Smiths, 1 Sam Smiths and 1 free house still 
serve no real ale. Apart from John Smiths, Bass have the worst record in Salford, 
with only one real ale outlet. 

PUB OF THE MONTH 
The South Manchester Pub of the Month for May is the Golden Lion, Middle Hill- 
gate, Stockport. Known locally as the Yellow Cat, this former Chesters house is 

the only real ale Burtonwood pub in the town. The Golden Lion has been in the 
National Good Beer Guide for many years; the mild is now distinctly dark and not 
the light mild as reported in the 1981 GBG.The pub is rightly popular and sing- 
songs and speon-playing are not unknown. 

The Pub of the Month Social is on 28th May and everyone can look forward to 
a good do at a proper Stockport local. 

=
 

  
CASK 22 

Traditional Tetley bitter and mild on handpump have appeared in the Watmesl ey 
Arms, Ince. The pub is situated opposite the derelict land where the Railway used 
to stand, before the planners got at it. The landlord has been trying for two and a



  

half years to get cask beer from Tetleys: apparently the problem was that the 
brewery would not convert a pub back to cask unless a corresponding cask pub 
converted to drum beer. This one-for-one policy probably explains why there are 
so few Tetley cask conversions. It also means, of course, that the proportion of 

Tetley pubs selling traditional beer will always stay the same. Therefore, unless 
you count Warrington Ale outlets, CAMRA is never going to increase the number of 
Tetley pubs selling real ale. 

The landlord of the Walmesley is encountering another problem ‘with Tetley- Walker, 
in that their computer will not process his order for Walker, instead of Tetley, 
bitter. Perhaps he should fry ordering Walker mild and get his own back! 

WELCOME BACK 
To Pete and Anne Bates, formerly of the Carters Arms, Sale Moor, who left for a 
spell in Nuneaton. Receiving Whats Doing every month must have made them 
homesick, for they've come back up north to the Gatefield Hotel, 243 Cavendish 
Street, Ashton-under-Lyne. The first thing Pete did was to add Pedigree to the 
Marstons mild and bitter already on sale. 

THE BEER NOW ARRIVING.... 
On Tuesday 3lst March, Dutton's Cask Bitter arrived in SouthLanes - at the 
Derby, Hindley and the Belle Vue, Wigan. Unfortunately, as far as the Belle 
Vue is concerned, this has been at the expense of the Liverpool Special. 
According to the landlord at the Derby, customers' preferences are for cask 

beers and the Liverpool Special and Dutton's Bitter are selling on level pegging. 
Let's hope this encourages Whitbread to introduce their cask mild into the 
South Lanes area. : 

  

DUKE OF YORK ef 
89 Church Street, Eccles M30 0EJ t 
061 789 3202 

  

        

  

    rf A range of 5 amber nectars from the wickets: rt         
  
    

Chesters Best Mild Marstons Pedigree Thwaites Bitter 
Chesters Best Bitter Marstons Light Mild Bulmers Med Cider 

Draught beer take home service 

Wide selection of cheeses and paté available throughout 
licensing hours. 

Folk club every Friday - Live music other nights starting soon 
Outside drinking area - Children welcome 
Prop:Boddington the Parrot assisted by the Noble Robin Bence   
 



CIDER SAGA (PART THREE) 

A recent circular from Bulmers lists 36 outlets for one or another of their trad- 
itienal draught cider varieties. According to the list there are three outlets in 
Trafford and Hulme: The Dairy, Washway Road, Sale; (correct!)The Cheshire 
Midland, Hale (incorrect - the landlord had never contemplated selling the 

stuff) and The Rowbottom, Church Road, Urmston (to be checked - no-one had 
even heard of the place). Assuming the rest of the list is reasonably accurate, 
it is interesting to note that Holts pubs account for nearly two thirds of the 

stockists. 

TAP TURNABOUT 
The Wheatsheaf (Burtonwood) at Standish, the former Almond Brewery tap, is 
rumoured to be due for conversion to a wine bar and restaurant. Anything done 

to this pub would be an improvement" 

PUFF-PUFF SNUFF 
The Railway, Doveholes (Hardy Hanson) in addition to a reputation for good beer 
has a growing attraction as a snuff emporium. 

WHITHER WARRINGTON? 
The latest list of Walkers Warrington Ale outlets shows you can get the stuff in 
Liverpool, Southport and Wigan but not, oddly, in Warrington. 

YEW TREE TOMBALLER 
A Mr © Poole has applied for planning permission to turn the off-licence building 

of the Yew Tree Hotel in Northern Moor into a vet's surgery. | suppose it's still 

a sort of take-away. 

YORK AWAY-DAY 
This year's Trafford and Hulme coach trip to York is on Saturday May 30th, arr- 
iving at York about midday, leaving about 10pm, and so giving plenty of time to 

wander round a few historic buildings or possibly have the odd pint of Camerons, 
Taylors, Theakstons, Tetleys, Selby, Bass or Sam Smiths. Details from Mike 

Goode (Atherton 891345 home) or Mick Rottenbury (969-7013 home). 

WHAT'S BREWING 
The Two Shires Brewery is now in production ond supplying the following outlets: 
Strawbury Duck, Entwistle (known as SAS Bitter); Paul's Off Licence, Bolton Read : 
West, Stubbins; Legendary Lancashire Heroes, Darwen. 

SPOT THE LANDLORD (23) 
Well, if pet owners can grow to look like their pets, why, 
can't landlords resemble their beermats? The cartoon 
character on this Wilsons mat certainly has a striking re-' 

semblance to mine host Richard Howard of the George, 

Bolton. 

   

  

Contributors: lan Ogden, Alan Ball, Sfeve Lawton, Stewart 
Revell, Ray Kruup, Roger Hall, Mick Rottenbury, Jimmy Ribble, Don Chattwood, 

Dave Eckett
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Sinclairs 
SHAMBLES SQUARE 

MANCHESTER 

RE-OPENS APRIL 22nd 1981 

SAMUEL SMITH'S BEER - 

Brewed ina traditional 
"Yorkshire" fashion for 
over 100 years at 
Yorkshire's oldest brewery 

He % CASK CONDITIONED BEER 

AW. * HANDPUMP DISPENSED 

he" A GOOD OYSTER MAY BE 
‘HAD THERE TOO! 

  
    Na Samuel Smuth oe) 

 



BEER IN BOLTON 

At last! This is your opportunity to visit all 100 real ale pubs in Bolton. Within 
the Bolton Metro boundaries there are fourteen different breweries supplying 

thirty different beers. However, as the following table shows, it is not a glowing 
picture of over-abundance of real ale:- 
  

  

  

  

    

Bolton & Farnworth Horwich & 
Little Lever | & Kearsley| Westhoughton} Blackrod TOTAL 
R NR R NR [IR NR R NR R NR % 

Tetley 14 =40 5 8 3 8 1 2 23 58 28% 
Greenalls 19 23 5 3 5 4 3 10 32 40 44% 
Whitbread 2 38 - 5 - 1 = 3 2 47 4% 
Bass 3 8 - 7 - - - - 3. 15 16% 
Lion - 4 - ] 1 - - 2 1 7 12% 
Thwaites 3 ] 2 - - - 1 - 6 1 83% 
Burtonwoed 3 2 1 - ] - 1 - 6 2 75% 

Wilsons 11 4 2 - ] i - - 144 5° 71% 
Free 2 2 - - 1 =- ] - 4 2 66% 
Vaux 1 - - - - - - - 1 - 100% 
Boddingtons 2 - 2 - - - - - 4 = 100% 
Lees 1 - - - - - - - ] - 100% 

Holts - - - - - - - 1 = 100% 
Sam Smiths - - 1 - - - - - 1 - 100% 

Hydes 1 = - - - - - - 1 = 100% 
John Smiths - 1 - = - - - = el NIL 
TOTAL 62 123 18 24 13° «14 7 17 100 178 
% Real Ale 33.5% 42.9% 48.1% 29.1% 36%           

Analysis of the figures leads to several basic conclusions on the overall situation: 

1. The Bolton Big Five breweries (Tetley, Greenalls, Whitbread , Bass & Wilsons) 
own a massive 83% of all pubs, 
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percentage of their pubs with real ale. 

. Six of the fifteen breweries have only one pub each, just 2% 

. There are only four true free houses ; 

. The Bolton Big Five supply only 31% of their pubs with real ale. 

. Only Wilsons of the Bolton Big Five supply anything like an acceptable 

When it comes down to it, your chance of drinking real ale in a pub in Bolton 
is in the hands of five brewery sales executives, out of touch with consumer 
preferences and fed on economic tanker delivery routes and similar irrelevant 

criteria. Thank goodness at least one of them has seen the light. 

Now let's see how some of the breweries fare:- 

TETLEY 

With the largest number of pubs in Bolton, and only 28% of them serving real g Y ng 
ale, it is abundantly clear that this is a pathetic showing. The expensive, albeit 
higher gravity, Warrington Ale has been and gone in around half a dozen tank 
outlets - mainly due to the price, poor quality and poor selection of outlets. 

 



A large proportion of the non- real ale pubs sell keg beers which, in sharp contrast 
to the cask beers, are positively insipid. It is hard to believe that Tetleys have such 
a high proportion of cellars unsuitable for cask beers and/or incapable landlords. 
If cask beer was returned to all low and medium turnover pubs, Tetleys beers would 
once again command the respect they deserve. It's no good just changing the name 
of the brewery, what's needed is a significant change to a decent cask product as 
well, 

GREENALL WHITLEY 
Greenalls are the second largest pub owners in Bolton, and still haven't been 
forgiven for their quick ending of their light mild, which was very popular in the 
town. Out of the 32 pubs serving cask beer, only a handful can be credited with 
serving the beer consistently well; both the mild and the bitter are often barely 
acceptable drinks. One wonders if the brewery is trying to lower the standard of 
the cask beers to that of the tank and keg beer, in an attempt to confuse the public, 

If the brewery tried to provide a decent (ie quality cask) pint, rather than aspiring to a 
takeover-geared leisure group, then Bolton would be a better place to drink in, 
Right Fred? 

The brewery has also been the main culprit in converting pubs to bright beer, 
especially in Blackrod and Horwich. They also have the unpleasant habit of closing 

pubs, though luckily most of these have been snapped up by Burtonwood and Thwaites. 

WHITBREAD 

No Chesters cask bitter or mild has reached Bolton, Would Samlesbury please 
hurry up and bring in the Duttons at an acceptable price? 

BASS 
A really abysmal showing this; three outlets serving cask beer. Bass policy on cask 

beer must be questioned when whole areas are virtually devoid of the stuff. As with 
Tetleys, pub cellars and/or poor landlords can hardly be an excuse in all the pubs 
~it's more like a lack of basic commitment by the brewery itself, 

MATTHEW BROWN 
If it wasn't for one pub virtually in Wigan, there would be no cask Lion in Bolton. 
This would rank the brewery on a par with John (Wash Your Mouth Out) Smiths, 
which would be unfair to any brewery producing cask beer. How about a few more 
outlets then? 

WILSONS 
With three conversions to real ale recently, a continuation of the trend in the area 
would be appreciated. 

Don Chattwood 

ONE MORE FOR THWAITES 
Congratulations to Thwaites on a grand job at the ex-Greenalls pub in Pemberton, 
Wigan, even though they have called it the Miner's Lamp. They have retained the 
traditional vault with no pool table and the pub has a smart, comfortable lounge. 
It's handpumps all round, serving excellent bitter and best mild at 47p and 46p 
{lounge prices), Good luck to Michael and Stella Cooney, who hail from Walkden 
near Manchester; a warm and friendly welcome awaits all at the Miner's Lamp. 

Alan Ball
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BOLTON 
1 Ainsworth Arms 
2 Alma 
3 Ancient Shepherd 
4 Bolton Inst.Tech. 

(Students' Bar) 
Black Swan 
Boars Head 
Bowling Green 
Bowling Green 
Bobs Smithy 

10 Bradford Arms 
11 Church 
12 Clifton Arms 
13 Craven Heifer 
14 Crofters Arms 
15 Crofters Hotel 
16 Cromptons Mule 
17 Cross Guns 
18 Derby 

19 Derby Arms 
19aDog & Partridge 
20 Dunsear Arms 
21 Falcon 
22 Finishers Arms 
23 Gaiety 
24 Gardners Arms 
25 General Havelock 
26 George 

27 Gibraltar Rock 
28 Gilnow Arms 
28a Gipsy's Tent 

29 Globe 
30 Globe Inn 
31 Greyhound 
32 Halliwell Ladge 
33 Howcroft 
34 Jolly Miller 
35 Jolly Ploughman 
36 Kings Arms 
37 Lamb Hotel 
38 Lodge Bank Tavern 
3? Lord Clyde 
40 New Zealand Chief 
4] Old Three Crowns 
42 Peel Hotel 
43 Prince William 
44 Queen Elizabeth 
45 Rams Head 
46 Rock House 
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_ 47 Rose Hill 

48 Royal Oak 
49 Stork Tavern 
50 Stanley Arms 
51 Sunnyside 

606 Halliwell Road 
152 Bradshawgate 
Bold Street 
Derby St/Deane Road 

Hough Fold Way 
39 Churchgate 
97 Eskrick Street 
271 Bury Road 
1448 Chorley Old Read 
107 Bradford Street 
Crook Street 
94 Newport Street 
452 Blackburn Road 
494 Halliwell Road 
St Georges Road 
Spa Road 
Blackburn Road 
Halliwell Road 
98 Derby Street 
28 Manor Street 

547 Darwen Road 
90 Kay Street 
487 Higher Church Road 
Bradshawgate 
1 Vallets Lane (off Ivy Road B6226) 
110 Sidney Street 
92 Great Moor Street 
244 Deane Road 
Deane Road 
178 Deansgate 

76 Higher Bridge Street 
272 Blackburn Road 
146 Deansgate 
Mornington Road 
36 Pool Street 
Chorley Old Road 
2 Doffcocker Lane 
177 Chorley Old Road 
Halliwell Road 
260 Bridgeman Street 
Folds Road 
5 Great Moor Street 
14 Deansgate 

52 Higher Bridge Street 
11 Bradshawgate 
230 Fletcher Street 
275 Derby Street 
65 Duke Street 
122 Manchester Road 

Bradshaw Brow 
548 Halliwell Road 
99 Chorley Old Road 
1 Bloom Street 
2 Churchgate 

Halliwell Tetley M,Walker B(H) 
Centre Burtonwood LM,DM, B(H) 
Centre Thwaites BM, B(H) 
Centre Thwaites M, BCH) 

Tetley WA(H) 
Bradshaw Greenalls M, BCE) 
Centre Greenalls M, BCE) 

* Halliwell Greenalls M, BCE) 

Tonge Fold Wilsons M, BH) 
B6226 Tetley M,Walker B (E) 
Centre - Tetley M,B(H) 
Centre Tetley WA(H) 
Centre Tetley M,B(H) 
Astley Bridge Thwaites M, B(E) 
Halliwell Greenalls M,B(E) 
Centre Greenalls M, B(E) 
Centre Free (Restaurant Lic.) Bass(H) 
Egerton A666 Whitbread Cask{H) 
Halliwell Tetley M,B(E) 

Centre Whitbread Cask{H) 
Centre Thwaites M,B(H) 

Dunscer Wilsons M,B(E) 
Centre Tetley M, B(H) 
Doffcocker Greenalls M, B(E) 
Centre Vaux Samson(H) 

Tetley M,B(H) 
Great Lever Bass 4X(E) 
Centre Wilsons M, B(E) 
A676 Greenalls M,B(E) 
A676 Boddingtons M,B(E) 
Centre Tetley M, BCH) 
Centre A666 Wilsons M,B(H) 
Egerton A666 Wilsons M,B(H) 
Centre Bass 4X(E) 
off A673 Greenalls M, B(E) 
Centre Tetley M, Walkers B {H} 
B6226 Wilsons M,B(H) 
Doffcocker Wilsons M,B(E) 
B6226 Tetley M, B(E) 
Halliwell Greenalls M, BCE) 
Centre Lees BM,B(H) 
A676 Bass 4X (E) 
Centre Greenalls M, BE) 
Centre Wilsons M, BCH) 

Centre Greenalls M, BCE) 
Centre Boddingtons M,B(E) 
Great Lever Greenalls M, BCE) 
Daubhill Greenalls M, BCE) 
Centre Wilsons M, BCE) 

__Centre Greenalls M, BCE) 

Bradshaw Greenalls M, BCE) 
Halliwell Tetley M, B(H) 
B6226 Tetley M, B(H) 
Daubhill Tetley M,B(E) 
Centre Burtonwood DM, B{H) 

Centre Tetley M, Walker B, WA(H) 
  

52 Swan Hatel 

53 Sweet Green Tavern 127 Crook Street 

  

   



  

  

  

54 Tramways 307 Blackburn Road 
55 Victoria 238 Bridgeman Street 
56 Victoria British Queen 124 Blackburn Road 
57 Volunteer 276 Radcliffe Road 
58 White Lion 171 Deansgate 

5? York 112 Newport Street 

LITTLE LEVER 

60 Horseshoe 
67 Queen Anne 
62 Three Crowns 

FARNWORTH 
63 Bradford Arms 
64 Bridgewater 

65 Church Hoted 
66 Golden Lion Gladstone Read 
67 Market 11 Brackley Street 
68 Old Original Half Way House 69 Worsley Rd 

71 Lever Street 
26 High Street 
7 Fletcher Street 

47 Buckley Lane 
27 Buckley Lane 
Church Road 

69 Railway 2 Egerton Street 
70 Rawsons, Arms 133 Peel Street 
71 Saddle 53 King Street 

CHORLEY OLD 

ROAD    
R 

CHORLEY NEW 
ROAD 

   
   

WESTHOUGHTON. 

SEY ST HELEN: 
RO 

DERBY      

      

Lm STREET 

A666 
Centre 
A666 
Darey Lever 

Centre 
Centre 

Centre 
Centre 
Centre 

A5082 

A5082 

Centre 
A575 

Centre 
A575 

Moses Gate 
Centre 

BLACKBURN 

ROAD 

WATERLOO STREET 

Greenalls 
Greenalls 
Greenalls 
Greenalls 
Wilsons 
Burtonwood LM,DM, B(E) 

Hydes M, B(E) 
Thwaites M, B(H) 

Wilsons M,B(H) 

Boddingtons MM, B(E) 
Sam Smiths B(H) 
Greenalls M, BCE) 
Tetley M, BCH) 
Tetley M,Walker B(H) 
Boddingtons M,B(H) 

Greenalls M, B(E) 
Burtonwood DM, B(E) 
Tetley 

  

MAN- 
CHESTER 
ROAD 

M, B(H) 

  

TONGE 
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72 Shakespeare 1 Glynne Street 
73 White Hart 67 Albert Road 

KEARSLEY & STONECLOUGH 
74 Antelope Manchester Road 
75 Clockface 65 Old Hall Street 
76 Horseshoe 395 Folds Road 
77 Lord Nelson Ringley Road 
78 Man and Scythe 245 Manchester Road 
79 Market Street Tavern Market Street 
80 Moss Rose Inn Manchester Road 

HORWICH 
81 Bay Horse 141 Lee Lane B6226 
82 Bowling Green 175 Lee Lane B6226 
83 Brown Cow Church Street 

84 Nibblers 181 Chorley New Road 
85 Toll Bar 2 Chorley New Road 

BLACKROD 
86 Poacher Scot Lane 
87 Victoria 141 New Street 

WESTHOUGHTON 
88 Brinsop Arms Chorley Road 

89 Cross Guns Bolton Road 
90 Daisy Hill Hotel Lower Leigh Road 
91 Dog & Pheasant Chorley Road 
92 Duke of Wellington 60 St Johns Road 
93 Hart Common Wigan Road 
94 Red Lion 4 Wigan Road 
95 Rose & Crown 222 Bolton Road 
96 Three Crowns Leigh Road 
97 Victoria 27 Market Street 
98 Waggon & Horses Chorley Road 
99 White Lion 2 Market Street 
100 White Horse Manchester Road 
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Centre A575 

Centre A575 

A666 
Centre 
Stoneclough 
Stonecl ough 
A666 
Stoneclough 
A666 

Centre 
Centre 

Centre 

Centre A673 
Centre A673 

B5238 
B5408 

A6é 

Centre 
Daisyhill 

A58 Centre 
off Aé 
Daisyhill 
Centre 
AG 
Centre 
AG 

     

  

EGERTON. 

FARNWORTH 
bo Mal a | 

Greenalls 
Tetley 

Greenalls 
Tetley 
Thwaites 
Thwaites 
Greenalls 
Wilsons 
Wilsons 

Greenalls 
Tetley 
Greenalls 
Free 

Thwaites 

Burtonwood DM, B(H) 
Greenalls 

Bass 

Greenalls 
Greenalls 
Tetley M, 
Lion 

Greenalls 

Greenalls 
Tetley M,Walker B(H) 
Greenalls M,B(E) 
Burtonwood DM, BE) 
Holts M,B(H) 
Wilsons M, BCH) 

     
   
     

    

Bass Cask(E) 

Bass, 4X(H) 
Pollards B, Boddingtons B(H) 

Tetley M,Walker B(E) 
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M, B(E) 
M, B(H) 
M, B(E) 

BM, B(E) 

M, B(E) 

M, B(E) 
M, B(E) 

Walker B(H) 

M, B(E) 
M, B(E) 
M, B(E} 

RAMSBOTTOM 

AINSWORTH 

    
   
   

   



     Peter O'Grady 

Derek and Mavis Dearden have moved from the BRITONS PROTECTION, Great 
Bridgewater Street, to the BEEHIVE, a large, estate pub in Swinton (not real ale). 
The beer at the BRITONS has always been exemplary during their tenancy and 
over the years they have provided some famous concert nights in the upper room. 
The pub has become so popular as a venue for all sorts of meetings that on some 
occasions when 3 meetings have been booked for the same night one group has had 
to meet in the kitchen! 

HEHE HH HEHEHE HEE 
Former CAMRA public enemy number one, Whitbread, continue their great reform- 
ation in the area, The newly-opened MR CHESTERS, Cateaton Street, is a welcome 
addition. An interesting combination of pub (on the ground floor) serving cask 
Chesters mild and bitter through handpumps and a wine bar/food bar (in the cellar). 
It's a roomy, comfortable pub - busy at lunchtimes - worth a visit. Read the framed 
copper-plate letters on the walk from the old Ardwick brewery. 

THE CRESCENT on Great Ancoats Street should by now have reopened as the 
BRICK HOUSE, selling cask Chesters mild and bitter. 

tHe HH HH 

Piccadilly Radio from the heart of downtown Manchester began its "Courtesy Month" 
by referring to a certain licensed victualler from Eccles, at the start of a riveting 
interview on amber neetar, as "Robin Dense". What next? - Royal Ball and Eddie 
Breastfeather? 

tH HHH HHH 4 

Tommy and Jean McEwan-Goldie of the GREY HORSE HOTEL, (Hydes) Portland 
Street, were recently featured in the Manchester Evening News as nominees in the 
newspaper's Courtesy campaign. A well-deserved nomination. The Grey Horse has 
also been selected as South Manchester Branch's June Pub of the Month, 

FH HEH HHH



Greater Manchester Council have recently published "Central Manchester : Road 
and Traffic Proposals, Stage III", following the experimental schemes in Market 
Street, St Ann's Square and Deansgate areas. If Stage III is approved, the work 
will be carried out over the next two years, and could well see the end of the inner 
circulatory route, and so save the pubs alang its path. However, there is one pub 
which still could be affected by the new proposals - THE PEVERIL OF THE PEAK 
at the junction of Chepstow Street and Great Bridgewater Street. The proposals 
call fora "road improvement" at this junction. The alternatives are (a) to re-route 
the road through the car park-at the rear of the pub or (b) knock the pub down and 
push the road straight through it. 

A petition urging the GMC to press for the first alternative has been started. You 
can sign the petition to save the "Pey" in the pub or send your comments to: 
Public Relations Office, GMC, County Hall, Manchester M60 3HP, before June 1. 

FAH HHH + H+ 

The City of Manchester Tourist Office has begun a series of historical "Pub Parades". 
The idea is to take parties of tourists around some of the City's pubs that are part 
of our heritage Representatives of South Manchester and Trafford & Hulme branches 
of CAMRA joined the first parade to spread the word about the del ights of amber 
nectar. A printed handout has also been prepared for issue to participants of future 
parades explaining what real ale is, etc. Half of the pubson the parade sell trad- 
itional beer: The LOWER TURKS HEAD, the WELLINGTON and the RISING SUN. 
The landlord at the Lower Turks, Norman Bailey, laid ona great reception with 
farmhouse Lancashire cheese, crusty bread and pickles and the opportunity to pull 
your own pint of beer. The guide, Kay O'Brien, of the North West Tourist Board, 
told the paraders many interesting facts about the pubs visited, such as, the front- 
age of the Shakespeare, Fountain Street, was brought all the way from Chester 
when the building there was being demolished; The Sawyers Arms, Deansgate, has 
the honour of having the longest continuous license in Manchester (1734), the pub 
has never changed its name and the cellar (where the pool table now is) was once 
used as a synagogue before freedom of worship was allowed. 

None of the lady pub paraders contributed to the ceil ing collection in Tommy 
Ducks but Jean, Aileen and Avril said they preferred the beer in the pubs that 
sold real ale (and were awarded a free "What's Doing" for their perspicacity') 
The LOWER TURKS HEAD was voted the pub of what had been a very enjoyable 
evening. ar 

FH EH HH 

Following the sudden death of the landlord of the Peveril of the Peak, Thomas $ 
Swanwick, over the Easter weekend CAMRA would like to express their deepest 
sympathy to his family and friends. 

NAVIGATION TIED UP 
The Navigation in Hyde, a former free house acquired by Wilsons at the beginning 
of March, still sports a 'Free House! sign along with a list of brewers which no 
longer supply it. The pub does, however, sell a range of beers from within the 
Watney empire such as Websters and Ben Trumans. Alas, only the Wilsons is the 
real stuff!
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Periwinkle WY) ARAL 
What a fortnight? First we had the AGM, the greatest thrash since Ag's interment. 
Grotley members lost no time in being tired and emotional with like minded aficion- 
ados on Friday as scon as they got to Bedesville. Betty Bass eschewed her Ms Rotten- 
bodge III aspirations and, after a nocturnal nature ramble with Ben Chestnut, was 

witness to a novel means of entry to the Hall of Residence, to wit a brick through 
the door. Fortunately a gang of plebeian skinheads was also running amuck in 
Bedesville and the episode was blamed on them. The following day, to the accom- 
paniment of a wind ensemble, Tom Android et al explained how wonderful they were 
and how, like Alice, they didn't always say what they meant or mean what they said. 
Peter Podge was hopelessly sober but still wonderfully circumlocutory and pleonastic. 
Elsie was incontinent but Humphey Dumpty still founded a Clockwork-Nun Supporters 
Club and wrote a song. Islam Deafwater lurched from eating house to eating house, 
stuffing buffaloes down his gullet and Hamish Himmel was, it seems, concertedly 
incompetent. 

Between Tom Android's Kenneth Williams impressions we were allowed to pop out 
for the odd snifter. Thoughtfully, the boss group had provided a range of amber nectars 
dotted about the place, so that we didn't have to frequent the sordid hostelries of 
Bedesville. No doubt the 37 untapped hogsheads were on sale or return, so the hand- 
some profit will return the finances to normalcy. 

One disturbing trend which manifested itself at Bedesville is the widespread outbreak 
of levity in the campaign. And this, despite the dire straits of HQ! In consequence, 
| have formed the Campaign Against Trends towards Populist Inane Silliness and 
Stupidity which will meet regularly in the Fatted Pseud and mull over matters of 
moment. Fiona and Bunty have pooh-poohed the idea but | already have the support 

of the barrel-shaped accountant's ectomorphic sibling, Badge Fairplastic and of Bessie 
Clog, which should toll the knell of departing mirth. 

On Sunday Elsie wore an Elsie badge, Mr Rottenbodge wore his Rove of the Decade 
award, the beer flowed like wine at a Mormon wedding and we | eft for Grotley, a K2 
biriani gobble and the delights of the Rat and Handbag. It was here where Ophelia 
Hampton burst in with the horrendous news of the untimely demise of Boddington. From 
her somewhat incoherent report it seems that the Noble's new bodyguard, Dobermann, 
took a dim view of the tavernkeeper's shoulder boaster and, whilst the Noble was 
wicket-keeping, plucked the mocking avian from his scapular perch and swallowed the 
little bird whole. Bilko was disconsolate, ina slough of despond. He just sits looking 
at the knitted replica and stuffed memento which perch inanimately among the Brie, 
Bel Paese and Afghan Weasel Cheese in the epicures' corner, pouring bottles of Blue 
Label over his head the while. Normal stimulants like buckets of Drabs, Vindaloo



Sauce, photos of Elsie and No Entry signs have been to no avail. He just stares straight 
ahead, losing weight and hair. What can be done? 

Bazza Primp of spray-on trouser fame tells me he spotted Max Wall and friend in the 
UPSTAIRS bar of the Rembrandt. What, one wonders, was Baz doing in Van Rijn's? 

NAME THE BAR COMPETITION 
23 entries on the theme of ‘mouthwash! sum up most drinkers’ opinions of John Smiths 
beers sold in Sale Leisure Centre - and to think Boddingtons were among the breweries 
who offered to supply their products to the bar! To be fair, though, | believe trad- 

itional beer was considered unsuitable due to poor cellar facilities (kegs are taken up 
by lift and kept behind the bar) and part-time staff who might not treat real ale with 
the care it requires, My thanks go to Mr Cogswell, manager of the Leisure Centre, 
for sending me the full list of entries he received, which included such gems as 
'The Rip-off Room!, 'Alkies Attic', 'The Bar of Soap' and 'The Wife Thinks | Come 
Here To Keep Fit Bar’. First prize of four pints of real ale goes, however, to Bernie 
Brownsword for 'The Douche’ - very apt, according to my dictionary definition’ 
(Winner of the J Smith's sponsored competition was 'The Olympic Bar'.) 

CAMRA CARRY-OUTS MickiRattehbury 

Landlords! Have your customers got hollow legs? Do they refuse to go home at 
closing time? Well then, CAMRA has the answer for you. Let them drink them- 
selves silly in the comfort of their own homes from CAMRA take-home containers. 
CAMRA take-home beer containers are available to licensees at the following 

prices (inc VAT): DN (tre £1.80 for 10 
1 gallon £2.20 for 10 

If you are interested, contact Roger Hall, 123 Hill Lane, Blackley, Manchester 

Subscriptions 
If you want to be sure of getting What's Doing every month, why not subscribe? It costs £1.60 for 

six issues, postage paid. Fill in the form below and send it together with a cheque or postal order 

made out to "What's Doing" to Roger Hall, 123 Hill Lane, Blackley, Manchester 

eee eee ee eee we eee 

See eee ee wwe wee ee ee eee 

Please send me the next six issues starting with the .........0eeeee08 issue (state month) 

Back Numbers 
These are available from the above address at 10p a copy. Please send a large s.a.e. 

What's Doing COPY DATE for June issue is Thurs 21 May 
What's Doing is edited by Neil Richardson, 375 Chorley Road, Swinton, Manchester M27 2AY,061 793 5329 

JOIN CAMRA 
To join CAMRA send £7.00 to: Membership, CAMRA, 34 Alma Road, St Albans, Herts AL] 3BW



Real Ale Guides REAL ALE in 
The following publications are available from Roger Hall, 

123 Hill Lane, Blackley, Manchester. The guides are 
updated fromm time to time so if you know of any changes 

please contact the relevant branch -see Branch Diary. 

REAL ALE IN HIGH PEAK & NORTH EAST CHESHIRE - 
Including Marple, Hyde, Ashton, Audenshaw, Dukinfield, 
Stalybridge, Mossley & Denton. 10p + s.a.e. : 
REAL ALE IN SOUTH MANCHESTER - Gorton, Openshaw, 
Clayton, Didsbury, etc 10p + s.a.e. 

REAL ALE IN STOCKPORT - Hazel Grove, Cheadle, 
Heaton Mersey, etc. 10p + s.a.e. a 
REAL ALE IN SALFORD - Swinton, Eccles, Irlam, Worsley 19p +s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN ROCHDALE Heywood, Littleborough, Middleton etc 10p +s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN ROSSENDALE - Bacup, Haslingden,Helmshore ,Rawtenstall etc 10p +s.a.e. 
INNS OF MAN - Illustrated comprehensive guide to the island's tied houses 50p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN TRAFFORD & HULME = Altrincham, Sale,Urmston etc. with maps 10p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN CENTRAL MANCHESTER A comprehensive guide to the real ale outlets 
within 1 mile of St Peter's Square. Map, illustrated 50p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN OLDHAM - Failsworth, Royton, Chadderton, Shaw, Saddleworth, 10p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN BURY - Ramsbottom, Radcliffe, Tottington, Whitefield, Prestwich, 10p+s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN MANCHESTER NORTH - city centre, Ancoats, Collyhurst, Newton Heath, 
Moston, Blackley, Cheetham etc 10p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN CENTRAL AND NORTH CHESHIRE - Warrington, Widnes, Runcorn, Lymm, 
Frodsham, Northwich, Middlewich and Winsford 10p + s.a.e. 
THE ROAD TO WIGAN BEER - Leigh, Atherton, Standish, Skelmersdale, Newton etc, 
fully illustrated, maps. 35p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN ST HELENS - Sutton, Peasley Cross, Thatto Heath, Moss Nook, Eccleston, 
Parr, etc 10p + s.a.e. : 
REAL ALE IN GREATER GROTLEY - Slumley, Smarmford & Slutch, Poshton & Pseudley 
10p + s.a.e, 

GREATER MANCHESTER GOOD BEER GUIDE A selective guide to about 1,000 pubs in 
Greater Manchester = Bury ,Stockport, Oldham, Salford, Trafford, Wigan,Bolton, Rochdale, 
Leigh, Tameside, etc. 64pp. £1.00 +s.a.e. 

REAL ALE IN BURY METRO A 20-page guide to Whitefield, Ramsbottom, etc, with m 
maps, illustrated, brewery history, ete. 50p + s.a.e. 
REAL ALE IN HIGH PEAK Inc. Glossop, New MillsWhalley Bridge, Buxton 15p+sae 

Pub & Brewery Histories 
The following publications are available from . WIGAN’S 

  

            

Alan Gall, 22 Stoneleigh Drive, Stoneclough, 
Radcliffe, Manchester M26 SHA PUBS 
SALFORD'S PUBS NO 1 95p inc postage 
SALFORD'S PUBS NO 2 80p inc postage 
SALFORD 'S PUBS NO 3 80p inc postage 
SALFORD'S PUBS NO 4 95p inc postage 
NOVEMBER SKIES (200 years of licensing in 

Sal ford) £1.44 ine post 
THE PUBS OF BLACKLEY £1.20 inc post 

WIGAN'S PUBS NO 1 50p inc postage 

WIGAN'S PUBS NO 2 50p ine postage 
THE PUBS AND BREWERIES OF MACCLESFIELD 
NO 1 £1.70 inc post 

 



CAPTION COMPETITION (2) 
Last month's Bilko 'n' Boris caption 
competition inspired many readers to 

put pen to paper. The better entries 
were, for some reason, anonymous. 
Among the more printable of the 
runners-up was: 

Robin:"f feel like the Duke of York! 
Boris:"Before or after the Ten 
Thousand Men?" 

     

   
Still in the limelight, Bilko's Bar is the setting for this month's competition. 
Readers are invited to submit a suitable dialogue to this jolly scene at the recent 
Chesters thrash for the cognoscenti. The personalities are, from | tor; Chris 
Dempsey (Head Brewer, Whitbread Chesters), the Good Sergeant, Jim Makin 
(Whitbread employee) and CAMRA Executive member Tony Zimbabwe-Talbot.     
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WASHBROOK’S Specialist Home Brew Shop 
59 Halifax Road, Rochdale 

MALTED BARLEY GRAIN Lager Malt, Pale Malt, Crystal Malt 

26p ib £1.65 7lb £141.50 25kg (55Ib) 

CRUSHED MALT GRAIN 28p 1Ib £1.76 Tib £12.50 25kg (55Ib) 

DRIED MALT EXTRACT Light, Medium, Dark. 66p 1lb £30.30 25kg 

LIQUID MALT EXTRACT 2lb £1.16 4!Ib £2.20 14lb £6.57 28lb £11.75 25kg(551b) 

HOPS 6 varieties 20z 160z £23.70 

We stock the better Beer Concentrates Kwofitt, Cumbria, Muntona 

Five makes of pressure barrels including Cornelius 

For full list phone Rochdale 41590 - Callers always welcome 

  

     



« a Branch Diary 
BOLTON 
Weds 6 May York, Newport Street 8.00 
Thurs 21 May Cromptons Mule 7. 30 
Weds 3 June Gaiety, Bradshawgate 8.00 
Thurs 1éth June Old Three Crowns, Deansgate 8.00 
Contact: Bert Kerks Bolton 388172 

ROCHDALE OLDHAM & BURY 

Tues 12 May 8.00 Branch AGM Albert (Wilsons} Spotland Road, Rochdale 
Sat 16 May Lunchtime trip to Midway, Stockport. Coach picking up at Rochdale, Middleton & Hollinwood 
Tues 26 May 8.00 Committee meeting Spring Inn (Lees) Broad Lane, Buersil, Rochdale 

Tues 9 June 8.00 Branch Meeting Eagle & Child (Holts) Higher Lane, Whitefield 

Tues 23 June 8.00 Committee Meeting Red Lion (Holts) Bury New Road, Prestwich 
Contact Steve Lawton 061 236 4411 ext 7236 or 061 620 9239 

HIGH PEAK & NORTH EAST CHESHIRE 

Fri 1 May 8, 30 Social Station (pub not railway) Ashton 

Tue 12 May 8.30 Branch AGM (Reconvened) at the Organ, Hollingworth 
Fri 29 May 8.30 Social, Kings Head, Buxton 

Contact: Tom Lord 06] 427 7099 

NORTH MANCHESTER 

Weds ord June Walkden pub crawl, Dun Mare 7.00, White Lion 8.00 

Weds 10 June Social Committee meeting Bradford, Bradford Road, Bradford 8.00 

Weds 17 June Branch Meeting, venue to be announced. Speaker: Jim Makin from Whitbread 

Contact: Roger Hall 740 7937 

SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
Business Meeting: 6 May Raven, Wigan 8.30 

Tetley-Walker Visit (Limited numbers) 14 May 
Feature Pub of May: Nevison, Plank Lane, Leigh 21 May 8.45 All welcome 

Contact: lan Ogden Wigan 79534 

TRAFFCR D & HULME 
Wed 23 May 6. 30-10. 30 R,al Ale*Bar at Sale Festival Fashion Evening. Sale Civic Hall, Chapel Road 

Thu 21 May 8.00 Branch Meeting, Railway, Stamford Street, Altrincham 

Thu 28 May 8.00 Pub of the Month with S$ Manchester Bronche Golden Lion, Higher Hillgate, Stockport 
Sat 30 May Coach Trip to York 
Thu 4 June 8.00 Committee/Social, Volunteer, Cross Street, Sale 
Mon 8 June 8.00 Secial Swan with Two Nicks, Little Bollington 

Sat 13 June Hulme Craw! Meet 7.00 Lloyds Arms, Hr Ormond St or 8.30 Grants Arms, Royce Road 

Contact: Mick Rottenbury 061 969 7013 (home) 

SOUTH MANCHESTER 

Thurs 14 May Branch Meeting, 8.00 Castle, Oldham St, Manchester 1 (Note change of venue) 
Speaker:~ lan MeMillan (NE) (Bogbrush!) 

Thurs 28 May Pub of the Month - Golden Lion , Hillgate, Stockport (Burtanwood) 

Thurs 11 June Branch Meeting 8.00 Gateway, Wilmslow Road 
Thurs 25 June Pub of the Month - Grey Horse, Portland Street, Manchester (Hydes) 

Contact: Humphrey Higgins 432 0059 

AREA 

Finance Committee: Sunday 17 May 12,1 5pm Peverilof the Peak, Manchester 

INTER-BRANCH 'DO' 
Monday 8th June has been fixed for the multi-branch get-together at the Railway, 
Twist Lane, Leigh. All are welcome, traditional pub food will be available and 
the new South Lancs real ale quide will be available for the first time. 

 



  

We at Robinson's think that what 
matters most about beer is its flavour. 
That's why we are still brewing beer the 
same way that we did a hundred years 
ago. Natural ingredients, the same time- Old Tom Ale 

  
Alwoys available from Unicern Wine, 

Lower Hillgate, Stockport, (just by the 
Brewery) 061-480 6571. And it's the 

cheapest way of buying beer. A little 

honoured brewing ways, even on the Best Bitter Ale more trouble perhaps but we think you 
same site - not many can say that! si will agree with us that it is worth it, 

And you can buy at erat usually Best Mild Ale There are deposits on the casks, 
two and sometimes more of the stillages and taps, returnable in full 

traditional ales listed here in any : when you bring them back, You can 
Robinson's pub within 100 miles of borrow glasses, paying only for those 

Stockport. Not many can make that you break or fail to return providing 

sort of claim either, you also make appropriate purchases af 

Now you can have Real Ale at home items to fill them. 
for parties or just for your own RUA O ETI aca ed pin We strongly recommend that you 
enjoyment. Available in Firkins and ? place your order as soon as possible for 

Pins*, complete with tap, stillage and Christmas or New Year use. 

detailed instructions. You can order 
fram any Robinson's On or Off-Licence 
or Unicorn Wine Shops. It’s Robinson's... . for Real, 

  

When you buy any of these Robinson’s Ales, 
you are buying Traditional Draught Beer 

~at its very best. 
 


